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to THE EIGHT HONORABLE 

HENRY, LORD VISCOUNT SID MOUTH, 

LORD PRIVY SEAL, t^c. ^c. 
MY LORD, 

A^OUR craltation to the Peerage of a 
Country, in which you are so highly Esteemed^ 
and to whose service , in times of peculiar diffi^ 
culty, you have been faithfully devoted, cannot 
add to that dignity of Character, which, crem- 
ated by your own metit, and acknowledged by 
the Public voice, Jias long distinguished you, as 
a Man and a Senator. 

To your Lordships whose mind is so richly 
stored mth variety of knozvledge, I need not 
suggest; that the two Temples which were 
erected among the Romans, one to Virtue, and 
the other to Honor, were so constructed, that 
to see the latter, it was necessary to pass 
through the former. 

You, 



IV 

Pbw, 7ny Lord^ have conspicuous^ proceeded 
to both: and though your present address is 
not the same^ as when I was permitted to 
inscribe to you a former work^ yet, the sound 
principles of your heart remain inviolable, they 
cannot be altered* 

To such a Patron, I am proud of the permis- 
sion which you hcvoe granted me, of dedicating 
these Essays. 

J have the Honor to be, 

MY LORD, 

With the utmost respect, 
Your Lordship's very faithful sej'vanty 

EDWARD BARRY, 





(^/o^duy^*'^ 



5m£ 



^*t 



I ii iiTi \T 



■fe 



ESSAY 1. 



.. / 

■■■/• 



CELlMty^CY. 



• • 



r**;. Among the variety of subjects, which 

y '^ / have engaged the notice of authors ; the 

*tf i' iiiteresting inquiries of Celibacy and Wedlock^ 

^« aV either through accident or design, have been 

. 9ufiered to escape a serious investigation. 

y V Whether it has been considered right to be 

• ' silent on these delicate points, and leave 

every person to the persuasions of his own 

• mind ; or whether from the peculiarity or the 

difficulty of saying any thing useful and 

satisfactory on such questions; or to what* 

ever other motive we may attribute the 

oniission, it is certain, that the world is not 

B much 



■'\\ ..^v"*' ■\' i- ' * ■ ■ -'■■ -■■■■ ■ ' u- ' 

much indebted to writers for faithful obsei'--^ ?''^' 
■ ' '* vAtlons and instructions on ■these topics : liori^S^ 
in common life and society is much infoT-''' ^*^' 
mation to be gathered; for t^ese subjects are '.'' 
..particularly susceptible eitlj^ of the jokes of'. *v 
-■■;'8liEpj3j'-le.vity, or, are made the 'i^eiries -dfi'v. 
-.j>^^^;-deliberation.. From these- oppoSitd^' -. - 
; , . -ijuaiters, satisfactory counsel is not to be e?:-^ J.'^ 

pected: but if equally distant from either, af-Syc 
■■ <■*.. , ; ... middle path be. taken, it will be a safeguard^' ""^ ! 
■'■•>;V. ■*■' to the mind against the fojlies of the oTit'^% 

'*!'':^^ " and the fears of theother. ^:'-''^:i:' ' ^^iip' 

■) ■' ^:/?-ij; -lip 

In representing the different ^tiites of C«(^3#'<5 
|>- bacy and ^'W^i;-:instead'of.ce^<ming tne^lSiCT 

^^^> ; ; observatidns to' the abstract irteriw^" denM^^■JA 

■;. ■^' . rits of these allotments; mosl pe6j^e. are ^'^5?^ 

■■ ■ -r ;l>ri'nging them to the test of.theiij-ip.^vidual?-,'; 

" .'.^ .-. ' ' ' ;■ .experience, and so Jopg'as difiererrf. itempers - * 
'..'' '■;'-'\ " ■ and constituti^is" Ijve on the earth, such 
■;■■.■. . 'riepreMfttationEijipnaust necessarijy be partial .'■ 
> - .' • a,nd selfish, and always liable to exception : - 
' ■ *;/V. t^* person who surrenders up Ijis opinion, 
''&■' , , ■■ . . . aa4 



md forbodes his own fate on observing that 
of another, is perpetually the shuttlecock of 
fancy and the barometer of accident : equally 
absurd and spiritless are those, who, on the 
false principle of watching in others the dif- 
ferent events of Celibacy and IVedlock, make, 
up their minds to continue in the one, or 
engage in the other. 



The injunction of Celibate Kfe, was on^c, 
among the many superstitions brought by 
Pythagoras out of Egypt, he forbad marriage 
to his disciples ; The Pythagoreans wfere 

f 

under such severe prohibition of marriage, 
that some of the Priests* purposely dis- 
abled themselves from women. 



*In such high esteem was the Celibacy of 
Priests among the Pagans, that JEneas, in 

B g Virgil 



• As those of Cybelc, and the Pneit$ of Diam^X 
Sphesus, who emasculated themselves. 



Virgil is; wpposed to pass through th^ Ely* 
sian Fields, and s^^ no other Priests in Para* 
dis^ hut such as had led ap sipgle lif^; ^a4 
Zenp, Prince of the Stoick^, h^ld this sort of 
denial in such reverence, that he never ap« 
preached a y^opiaiju 



From this Pagan source, the stream ha« 
continued to the present timp ; for their ideas 
of Ce^bacy are not only adopted, but thpir 
ex^]a>pl?s aj? followed by the Priests of the 
Eo^h Obuifc^; thoughi thi^ Hixid of absti* 
nen<^ did npt pasi| as. i^ law^^ lioi: was in- 
sisted o^ ap a, n^atte? of Ecd^iajStic^l . con- 
fprinity, till about thi? year i^ix hvmdred- In 
the Council of Tx^x\X, it was proposed ta set 
the Clergy again at liberty from this yoke, 
but the Pope would not accede to it. 



Ahput the middle of the third century 
after Christ, it must be confessed that there 
werfji som§ pUusiWf xes^ws for siihfliittiijg 

to 



tp a i^iagle liJfe; for ia those tim^ pf perse- 
qutipi;!, maAy dvistian^ wishiug to avoid the 
tpmpest, retired into deserts ; md when these 
tfQubles ceased, tjhey vetf either afraid of 
new ones, or else habit and situation had 
reconciled thenx tp seclusion^ and paade con- 
venient aud voluntary to them, what at first 
originated from necessity. The important 
cares of that season obliged them not to 
engage in the world more than was absolutely 
unavoidable : on this account, many converts 
of both sexes to the Christian faith, adopted 
the advice of'-Sf. Paa/, who is Msely charged 
with discouraging marriage in his letters to 
the Corinthians. Among other questions, 
his opinion is asked concerning the married 
life, and the Apostle contrives such an answer 
as was every way calculated for the safety 
and welfare of the Church in a time of perse- 
cution, and he fits his observations to the 
several tempers, constitutions, and circum- 
stances of particular persons, and so keeps 

free of ajl forcible exhortation either to the 

■J ■ ■ 

married, 



married, or the single state : if it be insisted 
on, that he appears to lean more favourably to 
the side of a single life, it should be remarked 
at the same time, that he has then a view to 
its advantages in a troublesome time, such 
as it then was : he suggests to them, that 
they would act prudently, if with chastity 
at the same time, they could refrain from 
maniage. 



..^'^ 



— *■' 



He cautions Timothy^ whom he calls A» 
Cu oa^ son^ ^d for whom he felt the tenderest 

^ affection; against the absurd magazine of Pa-^ 
I 'AiA^gan and Papal tene ts : " Forbidding^ ** as he 
1,1. -""^^says, " to marrjfy and cgmmanding to abstain 

I ( from meatSjWhich God hid created to be received 
f J f mth thanksgivingr^^ 

'J 

An ecclesiastic of infinite humour once 

^ ijiidertook to write against the hardships of 

, ^ this duty of celibacy, imposed on the Clergy. 

Some of his arguments were, that God desired 



r-rr* 



all creatures to increase and multiply^ and 
that this law could not be abrogated by an 
old Pope; that soldiers proceed from sol- 
diers, and kings from kings, and why should 
not clerks from clerks? That Zacharias, father 
ttf him who baptized Christ, had a wife and 
children : That Sl Paulj who was carried to 
the third Heaven^ brought from thence no 
command for celibacy; on the contrary, he 
desired that even/ one should have his mn wife, -t^r -^ 



\y C\^ -yVv^^Uj ^laJUOtl^ 



'-''^■'"•W^^wapwamna 



But religion however it may hkve been mis- 
represented in dark and superstitious times, 
for the purpose of imposing on any class of 
mankind a life of celibacy, cannot, in this 
more enlightened day, without a greater re- 
proach, be effectually urged as the authority 
for remaining in that state: reasons there 
are, and sufficient ones too, for that determi- 
nation: health and even life itself may in 
several instances demand such caution; but 
it should be remembered at the same time, 
that with othei^constitutipnSy health and life 

.../.j-f'/ Cil^i^ W^r^ :'&/ X-.-^.t^^ ^-^^ ^ J 
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are more freq..-ently endangered, if not sacri- 
ficed by refusing to nature her imperious 
claims. 



Convenience must sometimes be allowed 
as a tolerable plea for remaining in the single 
state; but selfishness is more frequently the 
prevailing motive. The taxes chargeable on 
a single state, either in health, pocket, or 
reputation, are important considerations : be-- 
sides, it is well known, that the demands of 
a family usually excite fresh exertions, and 
operate as a useful spur to industry. 



The apprehension of being the cause of 
misery to children as yet unborn, through 
incompetence of circumstances, although in 
itself a very commendable reflection, yet 
does not amount to a sufficient apology for 
a life of celibacy. 



A famous 



A Famous King* welcomed to his domini- 
ons all who came, for he observed, that who- 
ever had a mouth must eat, and whoever had 
hands, if not bom to fortune, must work for 
that subsistence : and although it may be 
said, that the poor have seldom any provision 
for accidents, to which they may be particu- 
larly exposed, it should be mentioned^ as an 
honour to the feelings of this merciful coun- 
try, that for eveiy deserving and possible case 
of misfortune, institutions of every descrip* 
tion are open to their succour and support. 



• It is asserted by some curious "Etymologists, 
that the word Celibacy means the blessedness 
vf Hewoen ;| and when the freedom and the 
lightness of a single life are contrasted with 
the cares, the troubles, and the anxieties of 
a married one, we must so far acknowledge 
the former to be preferable ; but this at best 
is but a selfish argument ; unquestionably it 

c is 

« The King of Pruswa. f Call bcatitudt. ' 



to 

is the duty of every member of society to 
contribute his share toward the public good^ 
in which he has before participated, and to 
4iand down to posterity a continuance of 
those advantages: for supposing that the 
generality of mankind from the same arg^* 
ment of private ease, were to remain in the 
single state, great would be the defalcation 
in the population of the country, and conse^ 
quently a very alarming diminution of her 
strength and opulence^ 



In such disesteem was Celibacy among the 
Romans, that they used every possible mean* 
they could to. discourage it; for nothing wast 
more usual than for their Censors to impose 
a fine ^n old Bachelors; while prerogatives 
were given to persons who had many chil* 
<lren; besides, those who led a single life 
were, except from their neaiest relations, 
and under certain restrictions, incapable of 
-receiving legacies. Among the Lacedemo- 
nians, no man could continue single beyond 

the 



li 

the time limited by their law-giver, without 
incurring severe and shameful punishments: 

the magistrates commanded unmarried per- 
sons every winter, to run round the public 
Forum naked ; and to increase the contempt^ 
they were obliged to sing a song expressive 
of their own ridicule: another punishment 
was, to exclude them from the exhibition of 
Spartan exercises, where young women con- 
tended naked; another severity imposed on 
them was, that women were allowed to drag 
them round an altar, beating them all the 
'while with their fists : lastly, they were not 
permitted to share that respect and reverence 
which the younger claimed. 



Plutarch observes, that ano man found 
fault with what was said to a great Captain, 
who coming into an assembly, a young man, 
instead of rising up and making room, adr 
dressed him to this effect. 



C S ^' S> 
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^^ Sir, you jnust not expect that attention 
j^om me, which cannot hereafter be returned 
by any of your children to me, when X 
am old'' 



*' To live unmarried is to die unmourned ; 

^* Add to your race j sec nature's gift returned,*' 



[ 



ss= 



K.SSAir II, 



WMBJLOCKp 



Hitherto we have dwelt on the barren 
ground of solitary lifej it is time that we 
repair \o the fertile groves of Wedlock. 



Marriage is a civil and religious contract 
founded upon the laws of nature; and the 
end of \t is, the legitimate propagation gf 
mankind. DifFereiit countries, according to 
pe<Suliar circumstances, have not only varied 
in the forms of this institution, but likewii^c 
ifi thf ext?^t of it. 



TI<<5 
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The Jews esteemed it lawful for a man to 
many as many wives as he pleased, provided 
lie could maintain them; and we are in- 
formed, that those who live in the East still 
keep up their ancient practice of Polygamy ; 
whereas in Germany, they are not allowed 
this liberty, and in Italy very rarely; and 
only in case a man hath lived many years, 
with one wife and has no family. 



The ancient Germans, are said by Tacitus^ 
to be the only people among the B^barians^ 
who are contented with single marriages. 



Mahomet allowed of Polygamy, craftily 
Accommodating his doctrine to the humour 
and dispositions of the people, whom hfc 
intended to deceive. 



The Grecians, according t6 their regulai^ 
frames and fconstitutipns, admitted but of 
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one wife, yet there is fouiid in one of the 
Athenian decrees an exception to their law, 
where it says, " That to increase the number 
of men at present deficient, it shall be lawful 
for any person to have children by another 
woman besides her, that in a more strict 
sense is his wife.*^ 



Not many years ago,^ writer and preacher 
of great celebrityf undertook to vindicate 
the doctrine of a plurality of wives ; he con- 
tends that it is as- lawful for the Christians 
as it was for the ancient Jews to have more 
wives than one. With respect however to 
the Jewish law, it was only of a local audi 
temporary nature, and wisely adapted, with 
respect to the degrees of consanguinity and 
other regulations of marriage, to maintain 
and perpetuate the separation of the Jewish 
people from the heathen. 

Wheii 

• Tide Seldon, PufFendorf, &c. 
t Re?. Mr. Madan, 
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• . " Whtiii We reflect," says an anoftyiriotis 
but able v^riter, ^^ that the primitive institih- 
tion of mai'riage limited it to one man and 
one woman; that this institution was adhered 
to by Noah and his sons, amidst the degene- 
racy of the age in which they lived, and iti 
spite of the examples of Polygamy, which 
the accursed race of Cain had introduced ^ 
when we consider how very few the exam* 
pies of this practice were among the faithful, 
how much it wrought its own punishment 
with it, and how dubious and equivocal those 
passages are, in which It appears to have 
the sanction of divine approbation, how fre- 
quently the messengers of God adapted them- 
selves to the genius of the people to whoni 
they were sent, and the circumstances of the 
times in which they lived, how often the 
imperfections and even the vices of the Patri-* 
archs and people of God, in old time are 
recorded without any express notification of 
their criminality — ^how much is said to be 
commanded, which our reverence for the 

holiness 
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holiAess of God and his law will only' suffer 
lis to suppose, were for wise ends permitted ; 
above all whten w6 consider the purity, 
equity, and benevolence of the Christian law; 
the explicit declaration of our Lord and his 
Apostle St Paul respecting the institution 
of maniage, its design, and limitation; when 
we iieflecl too, on the testimony of the most 
ancient fathers, who could not possibly be 
ignorant of the general and common prac- 
tice of the Apostolic Church; and, finally, 
when to these considerations we add those, 
which are founded in justice to the female 
sex, and the regulations of domestic econo- 
my and national policy we must boldly con- 
demn the revival of Polygamy." 



" The practice of Polygamy," says an emi- 
nent author,* " is brutal, destructive of 
friendship and moral sentiment, inconsist- 

D ent 



• Dr. Pcrcival Phil. Trans. 
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ent with tjie greaf; end <^ marri,age ; the edu* 

t 

cation of c^ul4ren. and subversive of the 
natural rights of p3,ore than half of the 
species, besides it is injurious to population : 
it is a well knowp fact, adds he, that Armer 
niay in which a plurality of wives is not 
allowed, ^hounds more with inhabitants than 
any other proving of the Turkish Empire." 



^ Jf ve will make good laws,'^ reipafks 
itlato, ^^ we must begin to regulate mar" 
riages well." 



The first inhabitants of Greece lived iff. 
u state of promiscuous intercourse; no 
bounds were set to their passions. But 
Cecrop^, who was raised King of Athens, 
among other useful institutions, introduced 
that of Matrimony: it was afterwai^ Re- 
ceived by all the inhabitants ; for no soOner 
had they civilized their undisciplined man- 



ners, 



n^rsi antf acquired a taste for regularity aacf 
ordetj than they espoused the meritorious 
rights of thiat mstitutibn. 



The Athenians required that all comman- 
ders and orators, and such ais were intrusted 
ti^^ith the puWic affairs, should bfe mai*ried 
ind have children ; for these were 'considered 
as a sort of surety and pledge to the state 
for the good conduct of their fathers, and 
without which, it was thought dangerous 
io commit to them the charge of the pub-r 
fic trust, 



The Church of England although she doei 
pot consider matrimony in the nature of a 
sacrament,* as does the Romish Church, yet 
she holds it to be of sacred appointment, 

p2 axid 

♦ The reason which some assign (or calling it a sacrament, t J Jy - >, /, 
is^ that it spmetimesT glyes meii' die gift of re^emmc^* * 



I 



and therefore requires it to be solemnized \xy 
her ministers, and offers the three following 
arguments, not less divine than physical^ for 
the adoption of wedlock : 



First, " It wa§ or4ctined Jhr the procreatiar^ 
of children^ to he brought up in the fear and 
nurture of the Lord^ and to the praise of his 
holy name^ 



Secondly, *^ It xias ordained^ f(yr a remedy 
against sin, and to avoid fornication, that suct^ 
persons as haxe not the gift of continency, might 
marry, and keep themsekes undefikd members of 

» 

C^hrisfs body.'' 



Tliirdly;, " It rvas ordained, for the mutual 
society, help, and comfo7;t, that the one ought to 
have of the other, S^cJ'* 

As 

• Fide Form of Marriage. 



?1 

As the strength and glory of ^ kii^gdoTn 
consist in the midtitude of it s subjects , ma- 
trimony ought to be particularly encouraged. 



Among th^ Lacedemonians ai^d other anci- 
ent nations, it was usual to allow portions 
from the public treasiury for the encourage^ 
pent of wedlock; hence likewise it was, that 
among the Romans, privileges and immunities 
yrere granted to the poor parents of l^ree 
children. 



But the second point m whiph oui* church 
views the design of marriage is^ as a remedy 
against sin : and here indeed is a very strongi 
argument for its early celebration ; " That 
suck persons as have not the gift of cmtinency 
might mari^r 



If the knowledge of a disease be requisite 

to 



to the cure; it is necessary to know and 
Acknowledge the passions, that we may the 
better govern them. !(^hilo!50^hers ^ho h^c , 
yrritten op these subject^ are so divided in 
opinion, that reason hath not been able to 
fecoftcile their dttferenc^, Somd of them 
have been satisfied with descrfbing passions' 
fo US; but in showing their causes and 
effects, have omitted to teach n^ how" to 
eure them : they haVe been more careful to 
maike us kno\«)' the poison than acquaint ui 
with the antidote, 



To deny to nature her feelings, were to 
overthrow the whole fabric of man: it is 
no more dishonourable for her to fear a dan- 
ger, to hope for a good, or strengthen herself 
against evil, than it is to s:ee by the organs 
of the eyp, or to hear by those of the ear. 
We are not required to extinguish our pas- 
sions, but only duly to balance them ; rightly 
have thiey beeii: ienned tHfe gales of life, md 

it 
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i^ is our concern tha^ they do iK>t rise ipto 
ft tempest 



St Augustine ojbsierves, **^ That a virtue is 
the habit of a well governed mind." It is 
but to moderate our affections, and they will 
be changed into virtues ; for when love and 
hatred, whith are the sources of all other 
passions, shall be wisely and justly guided, 
they will become excellent virtues^ and be 
trained into wisdom, temperance, fortitude, 

V 

aiid justice. Is it not then unfair, nay even 
barbarous, to affect to smother some pas- 
sions, which, under proper restraint, have 
such affinity to virtue? Is it not injustice 
and ingratitude to mistake the advantages 
which we have received from Nature? and 
since the Almighty has commanded the sexes 
in an orderly way to propogate their species ; 
it becomes a crime* to resist this law of na- 
ture and of God. 

In 

* In one of the Romish Canons of the Council of Trent^ 
it to be seen this vcty extrawrdinaty anaihcma : 



In my succeeding Essay on Seductlm^ I 
shall advert to the melancholy consequences 
which are, alas ! but too frequently produced, 
where these ardent desires are peremptorily 
checked by the ill judged bashfulness of the 
child, or the fierce authority of the parent; , 



The time of marriage unquestionably muSt 
depend on the peculiar circumstances of 
constitution and climate: but for a general 
principle of action, early marriages seem 
advisable. 



•% 



What is designed as a reitiedy against any 
particular evil, should be exercised before 
that evil has triumphed, or by habit is 
become inconigible: besides, early marriage 
gives more time, more health, and better spi- 
rits 



*« If any one shall say, that the state of matrimony is to 
lie pipferrcd before the state of virginity ur celibacy; and 
that it is better and more happy to marry than to continue 
m vfrginity and celibacy ; Let him be accuntd*^ 



Tits for the various duties of rearing ant 
providing for an offspring; and may afford 
such parents the great happiness of behold- 
ing their own, and even their childrens* 
children, earning their bread by meritorious 
labour ; and not like those, who, in the even- 
ing of life become parents, whose children 
are, for the greater part, puny and dis* 
eased, are probably left in distress and 
misery, while their parents are gone down 
ivith grey hairs and with sorrow to the grave ! 
Hme, therefore, which always ought to be 
precious, should not in this instance b^ 
disregarded* 



In -the selection of a partner, a less sacri* 
fice of time than is usually made, might very 
safely be practised ; for though the sexes de- 
mand suitable qualifications; yet the main 
ones confessedly are, personal beauty, mental 

acquirements, the distinctions of family, and 

* '■ ' ■ 

fhe iixdependetocy of fortune ; firojn these stores, 

E either 



t6 

titter separately or collectively, men and wo- 
men make their choice. 



We will inquire into each of them. With 
respect to person, she, indeed it must be con- 
fessed, is the fair orator which charms, and 
often erects her tribunal above the empire of 
reason, she disdains to argue, to threaten, or 
l>eseech ; it is only to behold this fascinating 
tyra^nt, and the citadel is surrenjlered. 



Whali love really is, may be difficult to 
explain; Men feel its dominion, but can- 
not analyze its essence: Poets, who have 
interested themselves on that subject, will 
have it pass for a God! and lest mei| 
should blame its violence, by an aflfected 
piety strive to conceal its fury. The Pla- 
tonics give love a spirit, and an absolute 
power over the passions; the Stoic3 term 
love a fury, and judging of its nature by 

effects, 



effects^ they cannot suppose, thit \the sotd 
is well orderedi white under the dominion 
of such a passion. 



Some Philosq)hers have affirmed, '^^ That 
love is a pleasing wound, which man hath 
received from a fair object, that it is the 
beaqiof a Sun whjch warm^ him, that it is 
scl^riq, vhose virtu? is attraction,'* 



All the passions seem to be set in motion 
from the impulse of love ; which kindles de- 
sires, excites hopes, braves dangers, inspires 
courage, and like the heart, gives warmth^ 
vigour, and animation to the whole frame: 
after 2^1, hQw;ev?r, it must be admitted, that 
Jove i» more a matter of feeling than of argu- 
ment, tiie subtilty of this passion remains 
^ secret, but the operations of it are certain ; 
nevertheless, the dicUtes qfreasmx the claipis / 
^duft|li\^XLd a regard to posterity ought, in 
^ehr single or collective force, in various 

• : Jt ft • instances,, 



instances, to be resolatcly opposed to the 
furioosness of desiie : but to t^ important 
considerations of personal health, so frequent*-, 
ly disregarded in matrimonial alliances, it is 
seriously to be wished that more attentipn 
Wafi paid« 



"Onc^reat source of the diseases of cliil^^ 
dren is, the unhealthiness of Pareftts. It 
would be as reasonable to expect a rich crop 
from a barren soil, as that strong and healthy 
children should be bom of parents whose 
constitutions have been worn out with intem- 
perance or disease.* 



" What a dreadful inheritance is the goul^ 
the scurvy, or the King's evil, to transinit to 
our offspring! howTiappy had it been' for' the 
heir of many a great estate, had he been bom 
a beggar,' rather than to inherit his fktber's 

^ fortunes 

. »' ' ;-i : • ride Di; luchaiu 



fortunes at the expense: of ixdieriting Us 
4i$eas^! 
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^ A persop labotiring undef any incurable 
maladjr ought not to marry. IJe thereby not 
only shortens Jife own life, but transfnits'mi^ 
liery to others : but when both parties 'are 
deeply tainted with the scrophula, the scurvy; 
or the like, the cffe^rts must be still worse. If 
stSteh have "Sflj wsue, -fliey tamst be miserable 
ij&deed. Want of atteittibn to these thing^^ 
in fenping connexions for Iif^,4ias rooted out 
more families than plague, famine, or' the 
sword ; afid as long as thesip connexions are 
formed from mercenary views, the evil vriU 
bp continued.* 



r ' ' 



•* In our matrimonial contracts, it is ama- 
zing so littie regard is had to the health and 

form 
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** Thd Lacedemonians condenined their IdUg ArcUTdamai 
for liaving married a weak, puny 7R>nnm*; because, said they; 
instead of propagating a race of heroes, yoa will fill {he thxtma 
with a progeny of chaiigelMigi^. . 



ibtm of the object. Our sportsmen know, that 
the generous courser cannot be bred out of 
the foundered jade, nor the sagacious spaniel 
Qu^ of th? snarling, cur. This is settled upon 
immutable laws. The man who qiarrifs a 
wofnan of a sickly constitution, and descent 
ded of unhealthy parpT^ts, whatever hvf vi?w$ 
may be, panupt be S2u4 to act a prudent part;, 
A diseased won^?^n fliay prove fertile ; should 
this be the case^ th^ family must become an 
infirmary : >vhat prospect of happiness th^ 
ifether of such a family has, we shall Ipay^ 
apy o^e to^ud^e; 



♦» 



" Great beauty,^ says a celebrated philQ* 
sopher,t " should rather be avoided than 

sought 

J * The Jews, by their laws, wove, uncertain f a^ fprb^den 
t^ hsive any manner of commerce with the diseased ; and in. 
^eed to this, all wise legislators ought to have a Special regard. 
In some countries, diseased persons have actually been forbid 
to. marry. This, is antyU «f a complicated kind, a natival 
defpcmky, and politif^ i^us^chief $ and therefore re^uixip^ s^ 
public coBsi^era^on, ,-,.;•- 

f Rosieau] 
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sought in mairriage. Beauty soon grows fk* 
miliar by possession; at the end of six weeks 
it is no longer any thing to the possessor; 
but its dangers last as long as it lasts itself: 
unless a handsome woman is an angel, her 
husband is the unhappiest of mankind. 



^^ Desire a medium in all things, without 
excepting' even beauty. An agreeable an4 
engaging figure, which does not inspire love, 
but benevolence, is what we ought to prrfer; 
it is without prejudice to the husband, and 
its advantage turns to the common prafit 
Hie graces are not lost like beauty, but 
are incessantly renewed; and after being 
married thirty years, an agreeable honesl^. 
woman pleases her husband as wejil as the 
first day." 



Thus far have wcs investigated the recoun- 
mendations of person^ which not withstanding 

the 
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the miny trts of mrentidii to imjirove, may 
yet be cOttsidered a«r the immediate object of 
^igfat and convictiott ; but iafely to deter- 
mine on the acquirements of the mind, to 
call forth the beau^es or the deformities of 
that retreat, will demand, it may be urged, a 
greater latitude of time for the purposes of 
tliscrimination and experience. Charms there 
are in person, and irresistible pnes too, but 
^ess adorned with the unfading beauties of 
the mind, they partake more of the fever of 
lite, than the chastity of love. 



» . . 



^^ The qualities of mind which best recom- 
Aiend themselves to the sexes^ depend on the 
div^iE^fied circumstances of habits of life, 
diffeience of education, and formation of 

taste : and after all, the most ill-conditioned 
temper, from the higher to the lower ranks of 
society, may be disciplined for their respec- 
five delusions, and artfully discbarge the 
^casing tiutics t)f courtship. ^ 

Tlie 
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Tlie. accoAimodating thought — the persua- 
sivc sentiment— the speaking eyc~-the mo- 
<Jest retirement — ^the fitsctnating smile— the 
impressive adieu! these alone are sufficient 
to put into action all the nerves of sensibi- 
lity, and leave on the palpitating heart the 
surest tokens of eventual triumph! 



If the common patience of human nature 
can wait in good humour for these pantomi- 
mical scenes, tfce allotment of human life will 
not afford the time. A year, perhaps two or 
more of irrecoycrable time, out of man's small, 
pittance) «unk for ever! ajid for what? to 
accomplish that, which without dissimulation 
and intrigue, might more happily be brought 
about in as matiy weeks. A miser would not 
thus abuse his gold ! 



A better plan of ascertaining the real quali- 
• ties of the mind, especially those more impor- 

p tant 
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tant considerations of suavity of disposition 
and integrity of principle, would be, cautiously 
to apply to the actual knowledge of others 
for that valuable information^ 



Courtship and Wedlock have two distinct 
addresses, and the ceremony and fondness 
usually attached to the former, give no small 
occasion of remonstrance when they begin 
to abate in the latter. But m the selection 
of a partner, literary acquirements, so great 
a treasure in the estimation of many, are' 
not subject to this mutability ; like a peren- 
nial stream they continue the same: but 
whether these attainments shall flow with 
their usual smoothness, or be agitated into 
a rougher current, inust depend on the feel- 
ings of the possessor. 



To a learned wife however, there are not 
a few, who Jiave insuperable objections : Ju- 
venal, 
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venal; that satirist of antiquity, points his 
ridicule to the learned women of his time; 
and the admired poet Dryden thus expresses 
himself : 

*< O ! what a midnight curse has he whose side 

^^ If pester'd with a Mood and Figure bride ( 

^* Let mine, ye Gods I (if such qiust be my &lXc;) 

'< No Logick leanii nor History translate | 

** But rather be a quiet, humble fool : 

^* I hate a wife, to whom 1 go to school, 

<* Who cUmba the Qrammar Tree, distinctly knows 

^< Where Noun, and Verb, and Participle grows; 

'* Corrects her Country Neighbour, and abed, 

^* F<»r breaking PHscianS| breaks her Husband's head.** 

Still, however, reason and wisdom are more 
frequently united in a graceful and lovely 
woman than some will allow, or others de- 
sire. For strength of intellect, variety of 
knowledge, and intrepidity of mind, associ- 
ated at the same time with all the amiable 
sensibilities of duty, gentleness, and affection, 
women are recorded on the pages of anti* 
quity : a»d to the honour of the present day, 

FS the 
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the fair constellaJion improves in lustre, and 
must not yield to ihem the palm of tIo- 
tory, either; in t^d^ts, hproisnij beauty, or 
goodness! 



Let women then be eiicoilraged to have 
confidence in their capacity of mental attain- 
ments, as well as their personal attractions : 
and in every suitable cultivatio|i of the former, 
will be found a counterpoise, and the best 
security against the levities of the latter. 



. Respectable &miLy conneidons in the tna* 
trimonial contract are highly to be coypted: 
they are pot oiily satisfactory pledges of the 
manners and education of th^ person con- 
cerned ; ' but in their consequences, frequeixtljr 
m^k^ ample amends, for what» in the; first 
instance, was a d^Sc^i^ncy of wealth- In 
point pf fortune^; yfhevt other recommen- 
dations ar^ apPT^ed> the sipcpity of the per- 
son 
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son might be called in question, who would 
seriously -cavil about that, if a reasonable suffi* 
tdency was on either side; and who refused 
to accommodate demands to circumstances. 



On this subject it may not be unsuitable 
to bring fiirward the opitiion of a distin- 
guished prelate :* ** Gentlemen in their nlar- 
riagcs,*, says the Kshof), " ought to consi- 
dier a great many things more than fortune, 
though gener^ly speaking, that is the only 
thing sought for. A good understanding, 
good principle^ and a good temper, with a 
liberal education, and acceptable person, are 
the first things to be considered, and cer- 
tainly fortune ought to come after all these. 
Those bargains now in fashion^ make often 
unhallowed matria^es, in which, besides the 
greater evils, more fortune is often wasted, 
than is brought with a vain, a foolish, an 
indiscreet^ and a hated Wife. The first 

thought 

* Bishop Burnet* 
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thought in chusing a wife ought to be, to 
find a help meet for the man: in the married 
state, the mutual study of both ought to be, 
to help and please one another.'' 



Much advice, indeed, may be offered both 
to the man and the woman, for their recipro- 
cal good conduct in the marriage state; but 
the best which can be ^v^ is in that lan- 
guage which made their sacred covenant! 
There they will learn, that '' It was ortbs^ned 
for the mutual society ^ help^ and comfort that 
the one ought to have of the other y both inprosh 
peritjf and adoersity,"* 



The contract in many views is pleasing, 

but it cannot be dissembled that heavy are 

the discouragements to it. The pains of 

life, with very few exceptions indeed, arc 

more than the pleasures*. In matrimony this 

remark is particularly true. 

The 
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The hope of adding to their stock of 
happiness, is the inducement of those who 
embark in it: but they are certain to in- 
crease their anxieties: even in the happi- 
est condition of Wedlock this observation 
will hold good; but, sad indeed is the case 
with those, who are unequally yoked together; 
who cannot, or who will not live conform- 
ably to the tenor of the engagement, ^^accord- 
ing to God's holy ordinance,'' whose views and 
sentiments, whose manners moral and reli- 
gious are in perpetual discord : when instead 
of the man being meet for the woman, or 
the woman meet for the man, instead of pro- 
moting mutual happiness, marriage becomes 
the intolerable bane of it; under such un- 
happy . circumstances, and especially where 
there are no children, the question naturally 
occurs, is separation a duty? the answer is 
important, and requires very serious delibe- 
ration; for this reason, it may be thought 
safer to bring forward an opinion of higher 
authority than that of the writer of these 

Essays, 
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Essays. In that most valuable and learned 
work " Of the^Law of Nature and Nations,*^ 
there is a quotation made, which exactly 
applies to the immediate purpose ; and shall 
here be given at length. 



*' Incorrigible disparity of mind, or stub- 
bomess of temper, rendering a woman unfit 
to live in society with such a particular man, 
and hindering the chief benefit of matrimo- 
ny, mutual help and refreshment, is a much 
weightier cause of divorce, than any natural 
defect, any distemper, any uncleanness of 
body, which yet were allowed as lawful pleas 
by the Jewish dispensation; no partnership 
can oblige persons concerned, in contradict 
tion either to the chief end of its institution, 
or to the intentions and hopes . of both, or 
of either member. Now it was the design of 
the wise Creator, not to give man a domes^ 
tic torment, but a kind help to join with 

him, 

• Fide Puffendorf, book vi, chap. 1. 
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him, not only in the bringing of children 
into the world, but in the education of theni, 
and in the whole business of life; which end, 
intolerable sourness of temper doth plainly 
pervert and destroy. It looks absurd and 
unreasonable, that the Canon Law should 
without ^ scruple declare Impotency a suffi- 
cifent cause of dissolving Matrimony, and 
yet allow no rfegard t6 the manners and 
dispositions of the -jJarties :- especially since 
the former itiay imlnediately be discovered ; 
whereas 'tis usual craftily to disguise and 
conceal the latter, till the poor Man runs ig- 
norantly into the snare, whence he can never 
be reteasied. It is against the law of charity; 
nay, it is'mbst barbarous and inhuman to 
confine and chaiii down a Man to such mise- 
ries^ as • ^re not to end' till his death; and 
which would admit of an easy cure, did not 
the severity of this positive ordinance stand 
in the way: inasmuch as God Almighty,, in 
his laws and commands, seems to have mer- 

G cifully 
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cifuUy accommodated himself to the infumity • 
of human nature. 



^^ The Holy Scnptqres prescribe 'Matrimony 
among other reasons^ for the Avoiding of 
temptations to Inconltinence. fiut now the 
Man who can find in Marri^^ no rest or 
oomfprt to his mind, who is .perpetually 
teased and disturbed^ by an iintoward part- 
ner, must needs be assaulted with stronger 
temptations, than if he lived in Celibacy^ 



<< We are commanded in HoJy Scripture to. 
remove from us all obstacles of piety : .aioongst 
the chief of whidi we may fairly reckon the 
frowardness of an incorrigible and insepara*^ 
ble companion. It is repugnant to nature^ 
that two minds directly opposite, and admit*: 
ting of no possibility of union, should be tied 
together in a bond never to be broken. 

"The 
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^* Tlie Chiistkn Rnperors have declared it 
as their judgment, that the plotting of either 
party against^ ithe life of the other, is a good 
xeason of divorce : and how many Men's lives 
have been unhappily shortened by these con- 
tinual griefs and discomfbrts? Marrikge is a 
Society; but human Societies, inasmuch ^ 
tii^ are held together in a Moral Bond, con- 
sist rather in the union of Souls than of 
Bodies. Should we say otherwise of Mar- 
riage, we should degrade it below the coup- 
ling of beasts, in which we frequently observe 
some sort of ^ff^ction and good-will in the 
mates to each other. When therefore, the 
soul doth not Had in matrimony that sweet 
agreement which it sought, so ill matched a 
pair live rather in the misery and hardship 
of a prison^ than in the comfort of society* 
Solemn oaths, if either in themselves impro- 
per, or tending to the prejudice of a third 
party, are capable of a dispensation; and 
hath not the m9,rriage covenant a good right 
to the stale favour? Nor will it signify any 

G 2 thing 
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thing to answer here, . that unhappy matches 
are laid on men by Divine Providence, for 
the trial and ex;ercise of their patience. For 
diseases and other calamities are most cer- 
tainly sent from Heaven; and yet the appli- 
cation of human remedies was never forbid- 
den in such eases." But may the wound be 
spared, and hence the reluctant remedy pre- 
vented. 



« 
*^ The knot which we endeavour to tie too 

tight,** says the celebrated Rosseau, " breaks ;'* 

^' it is the same,** adds he, ^' in marriage, 

when we endeavoiir to give it more strength 

than it should have. The fidelity which it 

imposes on both sides is the most sacred of 

all laws; but the power it gives each over 

the other is too great. Cotistraitit and love 

go ill together, and pleasure will not be 

commanded." 



There can scarcely be a doubt^ that the 

weighty 
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weighty fcottsequencejk of the. matrimonial 
obligation has discouraged not a few ifrom 
venturing on it: the manacles, which are 
fi;)i!ged at the' altar, for the priest.to {mt^Qn, 
have det^pnined: many: not to approaich .him 
on that . Qccasion ; ajid as : if; they . laad been 
foun4 ii^tiie rnqjorityoti, eases. to be somewhat 
ga,lling and oppressive, the contract is not 
usually^ made without some perturbation in 
both ; but the balance of courage is evidently 
in favour of the ladies, and to their credit be 
it mentioned, they are in other respects better 
drilled for the ceremonies of that office; 
while the bridegroom, alas ! in the midst of 
affected gaiety, of nuptial equipments, and 
comforted by the cheerful attendance of his 
friends, has not unfrequently betrayed more 
wildness of look, agitation of person, and 
tremulousness of voice, than sometimes can 
be discovered in the deportment of him, who 
is about to meet his final doom on the awful 
platform ! 



To 
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Ta overcome such unsuitable |lai4cks as 
much as possible/ let the encouriagiiig view 
of canjugal bliss be cherished iti' the heart { 
ffid for so diesirable aii end, let the tntm^ 
of attaimng it, be assiduously cultivited. It 
was a wise and true observation of PlutarcVsi 
^ That vessels which are compacted o^ 4ivers 
parts/ oi- glued together of diver® pieces, 
wil^ at fest, by 6veiy bruise -or fall, be 
easily broken to pieces j but ivheii they are 
strengthened by tract of time, it will be very 
hard to tear them asunder.* liiis obsef v^ation 
is particularly excellent, as it applies to ma- 
ttimony. 



Chatty in marriage is also a very salutary' 
jjrescription for lasting respect and admi- 
ration. Marriage, which is a remedy against 
impure desires, should not te made the occa- 



^n of exciting them. 



" Theie 
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♦ " These violent delights have violent ends, 
** And in their triuipj^h die; like fire and powrdcr, 

' *< Which, ks t^ey kiss^ consume. The sweetest hoaef 
^ Is l^tMoAie in it< own delkxHisness, ' 

** Asdintheustqconfoiu)ds,diea|ipeti^9 . - ; 

*^ Therefore love, moderately y long love dotb sp : - 
" Too swift arrives as tardy as tc^ slow." 

Love and salacity are different passions^ 
the onb i.^ retinea, the other gross : aniiable* 

"Li"' '■*' 

i^eis alone can inspire us with the former ; 
the' ttiost d^spicabl^ wanton can prpvoke 
the latter. 
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Fathers and Divines of pld. and Philoso- 
phers tl^mselves^ agree in their . censures of 
extravagant .propensities, and tell us that 
tnapri^ge should be serious, seasonabl^^ dr- 
cumspect, and mixed with severity; and 
that an intemperate man in wedlock, differs 
but little from an adulterer.f From th^ pen 

of 

^ Rofheo and Ju^iet^ A61 ii,^ Scene 6. 
f Adulter est uxorit propriae amator irdeotior* 
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of an j^postle we are commanded to niortify 
inordinate affection. A lewd Christian is a 
solecism in the language of Scripture : even 
the license of wedlock can never protect him 
against the charge of uxorious sensuality. 



On a subject of such gpncrjil interest as 
that of the present Essay, we have thus far 
enlarged : it is time, however, now to finish ; 
and in whatever concerns the marriacre state 
a good conclusion is most devoutly to be wish- 
ed. " Let no evil enter,'' was a motto placed 
over the doors of the married Greeks; — May 

* • 

such a sentiment be cherished in the heart, 
irradiate the countenance, and be seen in the 
whole deportment of those, whose duty and 
happiness are so essentially connected with it. 



' ,' 
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ESSAY III. 



SEBWUOJV. 



Seduction, that distressing word, which 
claims our present attention, means the art 
of temptiiig, deceiving, and cocruptmg. 



The institution of marriage, which ha9 
already been recommended as the honourable 
provision for satisfying the demands of na*^^ 
ture; from a false principle of education is 
so wrongly understood by the youthful fair, 
that it would be considered as the extremity 
of boldness to intimate their awn wishes, and 
a proof of indelicacy not to turn aside from 

H the 
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the first overtures, which may be made to 
them on the subject of matrimony. 



Their propensities ate, perhaps^\ equal to 
those of men, though their resources are very 
different. Men^- &om> their engagements in 
the world, from a disregard to those restraints, 
which in the character of a woman must be 
inviolable, have their desires moderated, or 
else they take another course, and are im- 
paired through habits of intemperance. 



Women, on the contrary, by more seden- 
tary and sober lives, and by fewer avocations 
of the mind, are particularly left to solitary 
and strengthened imagination, while the in- 
dulgence of it, except in legal wedlock, 
would be fatal to their honour. It cannot 
therefore be sufficiently deplored, that this 
best remedy against Seduction, is to the most 
lovely part of creation, so encumbered with 
prohibition. 

The 



The inclination from being thus persecu- 
ted, is not lessened, but aggrayatcki: and if a 
criminttl gtatifioatioid be entirely withsitood ; 
too frequently it happens, that .the mind jstpk& 
into dejedtiooi or the body piijes with dbease, 
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In opposed marriages, it is fur^iher obvious, 
that the person loved, if not himself restrain- 
ed by noble sentiments, must have much 
ascendencVjJ if not opportunity, to become 
the seducer; and when that is effected, too 
many are the hateful instances, that the lovely 
victim is first slighted, and then abandoned 
to evtiy^ditflracting bitter thought; to brood 
over l^at 4iftgraoe she cannot hide, that 
eoiitempf^and misery which are the sure 
companions of -it ' Even parents themselves 
will htme the broken reed and plant thorns 
oiv.tiiel>ed of cxmtritiMLand of pain : where 
iMrbirhuis would jave dlvtd the tear of sym- 
^thy, ^(By haXre ^ hardened their hearts; 
instead i of grievously reflecting on^^ themw 
selves, hew instrumental to 'seduction tkeir 

H a severity 
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severity might hzre been^ and gradually 
raising ap by the tvnderest aliectlon t fklleii 
daughter, it is too ofteti seen^ thtt by ill- 
timed reproadied, ctitf^Ttg reiponstxances, im-- 
placable wrath, and utter abandonment^ 
many a child, against whom temptation has 
triumphed, has been given up to the scorn 
of the world, who might have been a reco- 
vpr^ jewel to society, had defamation been 
l^ss industrious partkufarfy frtm ier awn 

sex, and if others had ^sed caution and cle- 

> , * . ." «. ■ - 

mency. 
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The tales <!tf mtny. w}iq hJive sallied forth 
to eat the precarious^ loathspvic bread of 
prostitution, and that only during the mi* 
^erable term of a diseased aftd contracted 
life, would bear an afiecting testimoiiy ^ 
the truth of these ol^nertrations; and tboiti^ 
bad examples, habi^ and iiacei8ity» may hivtt^ 
altered the &^ flings of Contrition and 
dejection^ yet the spark, the vital spark of 
reflection, is not altogether extinguished! a 

serious, 
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serious, but axk ^ectioiiate Appeal to. their 
disreputebJe tttuations, will teldom 1&U to 
penetiate them with remorsie: vid though ^ 
other times the semblance of gaiety may be 
Dut on; yet there is a tender interval, va^ 
which the {y^art will hle^d, lyhen the tear 
wiUst^! 



Unhappy mlgrims! they cannot hut re* 
inember what they so lately were, ^d f<^I 
with poignant distress the situation into 
which, hiy on^ culpable act, th^ qow are 
reduced, banished from their native homes, 
deserted by their betrayers ; their rivals hoot 
at them ynth the triumphant hiss of malice^ 
and those^ who had envied their superior 
attractions, are now delighted to point at 
them with most fastidious disdain: thus 
li^lectcd by fnp^^ persecuted by enemies, 
and despised by the world; a deplorable mul- 
titttde <^ uaha|]^ femalesi beautiful and 
|ovely dau^terSj^ who gladly would have 
retursed^^ had that \foea peniutted, as hum- 

bled 
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bled ipwitents to tiie bosom of parental cle? 
mency; are now prowling about the streets; 
and at length: are become^ so degraded in 
theit' own estimation^ so destitute of hope, 
and so hardened by practice,' that reflec- 
tion is abandoned and tiielv nianners a^^ 
desperate,* 



Will parents then, who ought to be the 
gy^irdian angels of their daughters happiness, 
■ * to drop a tear on their frailties j anS bht them 
outfor ecer^ yni!\ they, by the bitterest in- 

vectlvc 



♦ The writer of these Essays has oiftcn wished that in every ' 
city, town, and country^ flMttfc ^it of large nmnuficiory were 
established, capable of employing both sexes, in whatever 
department they could be found most useful ; where, on ex- 
pressing a desire to wori^, they should be welcomed, clothed^ . 
and fed, and no questions asked. Such an asylum, under 
suitable modifications and proper kws, would produce the 
most sal\^tary effects, by receiving the qqtcasts of society, 
who, without character cannot be supposed to get employ- 
ment, and are hence left to the vilest alternatives : in this insti* 
tution the most abandqped might be fed, concealed, and 
what is of moment to the interests of policy, virtue, and reli- ' 
gion, and moreover should be. the design of all laws, thc^ 
might here, after proper probation, recover lost characters, 
they might be reformed I 
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\TCti ve and implacable severity, resolutely 
cposign their owa offspring to present wretch- 
edness, and imminently expose them to every 
future iU? 



Can parents thus survey the fair image of 
themselves, witliout emotion and without 
forgiveness? Will they not recollect the 
doted innocence of the cradle, how many 
times their eyes have gazed with proud de- 
light on. that, which is now transformed into 
trie object of their aversion and their scorn? 
Will they not, with frantic readiness acknow- 
ledge . the thousand pleasures of budding 
youth ? and yet can none of these disarm the 
parent of his rage, and sweetly work upon 
the heart to make him spare and love the 
child? Yes, resentment can hold out no longer I 
With affectionate grasp he presses to his 
bosom the lovely penitent, mingles his tears 
with hers, seals the happy pardon on her 
quivering lips, and with godlike tendemes, 

bids her to sin no more. 

Prevention, 
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PrcVcAtion^ hbwcvcf, agaihst tliis painful 
conflict, lagaihst thfc overthrow of female 
honour, should in eveiy part of education 
and habit of life be tnost religiously con- 
sulted. 



A total ignoiahce of the world, may ih 
nlany instances be equally hurtful to the 
cause of virtue, as too great a familiarity 
with it. On the other hand, those of dis- 
cernment and experience are apt to presume 
on these protections ; but the ie\'^er is caught 
before it is felt^ and poison may be received 
into the stomjach, before the patient is aware 
that he has swallowed it. Chastity runs 
sufficient hazards without unnecessarily rush- 
ing forth into temptation, or playing with 
tnips that are purposely set to ensnare virtue. 



Among the many incentives to seduction, 
that of Novel reading most assuredly ranks 
as one; not but flowers may sometimes be 

selected ; 



telectec); but weeds, ^pemicious fsital w^eds, 
^ citfiVL overrun the gard^ ; ^he fruity 
d$)et^aQus ^ is thf^ gceater part, disguises 
fU^ in the exuberance of jleaye9 : \hp ^mxk 
drift ^ ^ucb writing is to . interest^ tp agi- 
tate, jaiid to convulise : the pa3si(His^ stnd is 
but tQo prQ^ie^ by a sympathy of sentiment 
to l^ th? uiind a;sitray ; if 3uch reading does 
not disgust and tire by Its usu^l bombast 
and ftnaaity, it effect? cm the Juvenile rj^^a* 
der.. what the hpt-b^ does tp t];ie tender 
plant; foui gives a dftng^rous preeosity qi 
senthnent: the notes once taught, z, desire 
to play on the instrument will naturally 
succeed* 

The veiy mummery of tale, which mindJei 
tears from the eyes, and transport from the 
heart, whi^h gave sensations it could not 

* ■ ■ 

relieve, has left a train of gunpowder in the 
mind, and, in such a manner, that one chance 
spark of fire might be sufficient to blow tip 
reputation, and make a bankrupt of virtue. 

J An 
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'' An etegant writer*^ tlius expresses himself 
6ii the subject: — "We consider the general- 
fun of Novels as utterly unfit for you. In- 
struction they convey none : they paint; 
scenes of pleasure und passion altogether 
improper for you to behold, even with the 
mifad's eye i their descriptions are often loose 
and luscious in a high degree : their represen- 

* * < 

tations of love between the sexes are almost 
universally overstrained: all is dotage, or 
despair; or else ranting swelled into bur-^ 
lesque. In short, the majority of their lovers 
are either mere lunatics, or mock-heroes.** 



Against compositions, which are thus high* 
ly seasoned for the pruriency of appetite, 
some restriction should be made ; and with- 
out abridging the liberty of the press might 
be attempted. A suitable taxation on these 
writings might operate as a very salutary 
check to their daily inundations; the in- 

terests 

- • • n^e Fordycc's Sermgns to Yoimg Women. 
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terests of virtue would hence be . better 
secured, while publi^tions of utility would 
have a fairer chance of qirculation, and to 
the revenue of the country it might be made 
a source of advantage. 



' The lubricity of conversation, and the dal*^ 
liances of married people, in the presience of 
the young, the beautiful,. and the susceptible^ 
have likewise their evil tendencies: so dan- 
gerous did the wisest and greatest Romans 
consider this, that ManiHus was sitruck fronj 
the list of Senators, for daring to salute his 
wife in the presence of daughters ; they ima- 
gine4 ^^^% 6^^^ ^ ^y^^ might le^d the mii^d 
into an association of improper thoughts* 



I ■ 



To the eye of fastidious delicacy much 
offence has been given, by the, loose and 
thin apparel of our modem fair: but thi$ 
pen ^h^l. not join in the commoji censure. 
|t \s natural .arud it is also commendable in 

^!^ wome^ 
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women by every virtuous cndeaVAlir to win tnc 
admiration of -men; a pleasing styl^ of dress 
much coninbiites to it; and wheii thait does 

■ * 

not oppose tiie sanction of custom, they are 
entitled to our thankiS : AtA even in those 
instances where the modesty of natu^ may 
siem to l)c overleaped; by exciting disgust^ 
the potsost that might l?e desigi^i^ i^ ao- 
(ompamed with its pecuHar antidote. 



£xcq>t only that unnafur&l dUfnirtiM of 
hair, which once 8p hecomijtigly adopted th6 
head in easy flaw ; the present mode of female 

» * 

attire is not more e1egaiQ,t in appearance, 
than fnendly to health } and In every re*- 
spect far mdre ^captivating than the wad^ 
ding and buckram garments, which onc« 
were suffered to envelop the fairest work 



^\ Chastity,** skys' tU^usseau^ <* te a^defidow 
virtue "to a tuindsdine Woijiaii who hai^ an 

elevated 



a;-« 
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el«^ttd «Md. "WUte 4iie sees 4II the woiid 
at h«r ifeet, she trimnphs ov«r all aod over 
hCiMif : Mie et^epta in ber own heart a tiiroo^ 
aft th6 foot of which €V^ty thing pays her 
Ikmiig^ The self ^ials tu;e tranfdenty' bui: 
^mr ir<swatd i« lasting. P<U[ily is mtin^taiaed 
hf it^dfi the desires, always curbed, arc 
accustomed tp spring up no mote; and 
-lemptatiofis are nuiltiplied only by: UKCuan 
tdtti of gitiivg way to tinn. Nothing ia 
despidatbl^ that tends to pieaenre purity ; and 

< 

Bttle precautions, preserve great virtues*^ 



If such were the resolutions of all lovely 
wonuQi^ thcsy would gain a double conquest! 
their ))rnfOW wliicfa had gained, the first, 
i^rould be guarded from assault by the j^m* 
cj^ whioh had obts^n^ the second : then 
In^deed woold men approach, with conscious 
reverence, those brilliatit suns; not to par- 
take of illicit warmtii, but to iiululge in 
sentiments of chastest admiration. 



r.'". 



Obscene 



^ Obscene books arid prints gbneratc - and. 
inflame, in no small degree^ impure desires ;. 
and to guard against other causes of seduc-* 
tion, it should, be the serious attention of* 
tbose who preside '' over the seminaries of ^ 
female education, . that not only the lessons^ 
but the strictest examples of chastity be; 
enforced : for this purpose, thi& conduct 
of teachers should be seasonably noticed^ 
and the accustomed famliarity of servants^ 
with the pupilSj ought strictly to be pro- 
hibited^ : .. » 



Another cause of seduction niust be im- 

• • • t 

puted to the few employments that are 
reserved for women; and it is much to be 

lamented, that there is not a more extensive 

• • • 

choice for thehx ; but when We see that 
even these very few are invaded hy nien j 
reproach cannot so sharply be levelled 



aorainst the ^ictimis of seduction. 



f'.". 



So 
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* So great a nursery for vice is idleness that 
SMoHy the' wise Athmian Legislator^ made 
i^Uw against it. Ihe Egyptians reqiurc 
every person^to be of some business. Among 
the Turks, (the Grand Signior himself joot 
excepted), every man must have a trade. It 
is a maxim among the Jews^ ^^ He who 
teaches not his son a trade, teaches him tQ 
be a thief;'* hence likewise the truth of 
the proverb, which says, " Tliat the Devil 
tempteth every one, but an idle person 
tempts the Devil ;" in the opinion of that 
iCminent Judge, Sir Matthew Hale, " The 
prevention of poverty, idleness, and a loosp 
and disorderly education, even of poor chii- 
^dren, would do more good to this kingdom 
than all the gibbets, whipping posts, and 
gaols in it, and would render such sort of. 
discipline less necessary and less frequent.'' ' 



To exclude women therefore from various 
4epartmenta of industry and trade, for which 

they 



VbffftlMjr be equally quali^ as mai» tod m 
many nspeets better, ia not only ua|nst a^ 
impolitii^ but by thus expoiiQg so mtfi^tft 
idleness aad waat^ it gnevousiy swidl» 1^ 
catalcigiie of sediietioiu 



• . t 



r . 



*fiut let not the siedudftr hence presume to 

kjwtogize for his 'ilepr aviiy, and still less to 

""♦ . ■ • " .' ' • • • . 

ekidt and triimi}lh in his conquest: while 

^tty cbmpasifionate' eye surveys with' acutcst 

grief the wreck of virtue, accusation flies on 

r 

indignant wings to him, who perpetrated the 
)^obie act, and pours on his guilty head tire 
Veidgeance of her fury ! 



«« ftA .^ * ^ 



\ \\%Qn despoiled of her honour by the 

b^ase artfi of a perjured suitor, blame not 

^ ^ • • - • 

woman too severely for the dismal conse* 
quences which sometimes attend it: by man 
she was betrayed, and therefore, on man she 
plots revenge; or as MiUwood, in her defence 

Ix^Tkorcfwgood^ for her pei-fidious conduct to 
V • Barnwell^ 
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Barnwelly with all the energy of truth, tbui 
expresses herself : 



•* Women by whom you are the source of joy, 
** With cruel arts you labour to destroy : 
*' A thousand ways our ruin you piu-sue, 
** Yet blame in us those arts first taught by you, 
** Oh i may from hence each violated maid, 
** By flattering, faithless man betray'd, 
** When robbed of innocence and virgin &me^ 
" From your destruction raise a nobler name, 
'* To right their sex's wrongs devote their mind^ 
And future Millwoods prove to plague mankixid."^ 



c< 



Among th^ Athenians it was enacted by 

Soloriy that the man who ravished a free 
woman, was fined a hundred drachms; he 

who only enticed her, twenty drachms, or, as 
some mention,' two hundred; for it was con- 
sidered a greater injury to corrupt a woman's 
mind than her hody ; but the man who forced 
a free virgin was to pay a thousand drachms j 
and whoever deflowered one was obliged to 
marry her. Nearly the same good discipline 
did the Jewish laws enforce : the man who 
decoyed and seduced a virgin with them, was 

K oblige4 

i» George Barnwell^ A A ir«' 
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obliged to pay the father fif^ shekels of sil^ 
ver: for so sacred and so honourable was 
chastity considered among the Jews, that if 
a man married a woman who had not the 
proofs of innocence, o^ complaint of the husr 
band to the father, the damsel was brought 
to the door of her father s house, and the men 
of the city were allo^ved tq stone her tq 
death ; but if a man by absolute violence had 
seduced a damsel, she was exonerated from 
the imputation of guilt, and the man, in 
§uch a case, was punished with death. Adul- 
tery, which is a species of mq^e criminal se- 
duction, was considered by them so grievous 
a sin, that they pimished both the ^lan and 
the woman with de^^th ; for each of them 
was brought out* to the gatp of the city for 
that purpose, an4 ^tpnpd mith stones. 

r 

Adultery, ej^cept only that kind, which 
was frequent in some parts of Greece, was 
considered ^ a mqsft flagitioii$ crime. 

' Zifcurgus, 



67 

LyCurguiy the Spdrtan law-giver, tells us^ 
that the best expedient against jealousy, was 
to allow men tiie mutual freedom of each 
others' wives : this he made a very commend-* 
able piece of liberality; laughing at those 
who thought the violation of their beds such 
an insupportable afiront, as to revenge it by 
murders and cruel wars. 



One of the Athenian punishlnents for this 
crime, was to put out the eyes of the 
adulterers, depriving them thereby of those 
organs which first admitted the incentives 
of lust ; they were likewise exposed to other 
severe and dreadful punishments. 



Oh Seduction! what hast thou done! thou 
hast barbarously severed the daughter from th(5 
parent, and the parent from the daughter; thou 
hast separated friends, and made desolation 
in families ; thou hast committed duels, sui- 
cides, and murders: thou hast filled the 

jc S streets 
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6trects with pitiable wretches, instructed 
gamblers, emboldened highwaymen, and di- 
rected the forger's pen : thou hast crowded 
gaols, and furnished gibbets ! if punishment, 
therefore, as it ought to be, was proportioned 
to the offence, how striking, how effective 
should be that of the Seducer! 



The chastity of Woman is her all! if by 
insidious arts, a man has injured that, every 
possible restitution in his power, should 
strictly be demanded* 



In the biocess of the Isle of M anU) there 
is a law by which, if a single woman prose- 
cutes a single man for a rape, the Ecclesi- 
astical Judges empannel a jury ; and if they 
find him guilty, he is so returned to the 
temporal courts, where, if that guilt be con- 
firmed, the deemster delivers to the woman 
a rope, a sword, and a ring ; and she has it 
in her choice to have him hanged, or behead- 
ed. 
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ed, (»* to marry him.* In other ecclesiatical 
jurisdictions of England^ the culprit is . not 
placed in such dismal jeopardy. 

t 

The common laws of our country are how- 
ever justly severe against all those, who in 
the .accomplishment of seduction resort to 
foul measures; and in many other cases> 
award suitable damages; but in ordinary 
seductions, the ruined maid is too frequent- 
ly left to bewail her own credulity and exe- 
crate the memory of her base delinquent: 
instead of applying the sword, the rope, or 
the ring, at the option of the injured^ it is left 
to the choice of the irgurery in case of bas^ 
tardy, whether he will give security to pro- 
vide for the child, go to gaol, or prevail on 
the woman to marry him. 

Those, who are accustomed to officiate at 
the altar, cannot but painfully regret, that 

they 

• Fide The life of Dr. Wilson, Lord Bishop of Sodor and 
Mann, by Cruitwell^ vol. 1.— -also, Feltham's Tour through 
the Island of Mani^ 



7& 

ihey are required to read the pure nni toiemn 
marriage sermce on so many disorderiy and 
forced occajsions, "of what are known by the 
name of " Parish PFeddingsi' their short but 
tree liistoiy is this :— 

A woman, who, by appearances^ is likely 
to become chargeable to the parish, is called 
Bpon to stvear to the father : it may be, that 
aware of this matter, he has absconded; a 
warrant is issued out against him, and he 
is apprehended; if the culprit cannot give 
security, or indemnify the demands of the 
parish, nor consents to marry the woman, to 
gaol lie must go ! if afterward he becomes plia*- 
ble in confinement, he must remain there till 
a license is procured ; then the dismal wi'etch, 
reeking from his prison and the fumes of 
drink, under the vigilant eye of an overseer, 
or the constable, is safely guarded with 
his teeming partner to the sacred altar, and 
for what? for the purpose of holy matri- 
mony ? rather let it be said, what in reality 

IS 
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ia the ibct, that it is doa^ with the express 
design of ridding oqe ps^rish from ^ prpba-^ 
bility Qf charge^ and throwing it elsewhere ! 

If such kind of disreputable marriages, ra- 
ther of civil obligation than of voluntary act, 
were permitted to be ratified by some other 
Jegal contract, the intention pf them would bp 
equally answered, and what is of greater 
consideration, the pure and awful service of 
the church, so differently intended, would 
be rescued from tl^j^t gross pollution and 
barefaeed ridicule^ to which^ at pr^esent, it iis 
$o notoriously exposed. 

Such a distinction of ceremony in solemn 
fuzing honourably propensities, and in merehf 
kgaUzing those that were otherwise, might 
pioreover have a salutary tendency to dispose 
those that were concerned, to resort to church, 
before appearances hindered them fropi receiv- 
ing i9 it; the more honourable badge of matri* 

mony; 
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mony; but which yet exposed them to the 
coercions of another form of engagement. 

Those of suitable condition in life, who 
refused to atone by wedlock, as much as 
possible, for the crime of seduction, ought^ 
beyond the parochial demands, to pay a fine 
to the state, for the injury which its public 
morals had sustained* 

Imperfect aa may be these hints, they arc 
thrown out with much humanity and diffi- 
dence ; with a view of preventing the increase 
of illegitimate children, who are very unde^ 
servedly the objects either of scoff or neglect, 
and toQ frequeptly of both. These sugges- 
tions however, are principally intended to 
check the licentious ^owth of Fpv^aic 
Reduction ! 



IE S SAY TV. 



IPRIBE. 



JlN all animals that are capable of giving 
tokens of pride^ the advances of it may ba 
seen, nearly in regular progression, accord- 
ing to their utility and comeliness in the 
work of creation. Man, who is the most 
excellent of all, has consequently the great* 
est share : not that he is proud as a species^ but 
only as an individual; he does not gratify him* 
self in this passion, by making a comparison 
of his superiority with other orders of ani- 
mals, but only as it applies to his fellow 
creatures. 

L Pride 



74 

Pride, which has its origin from inordinate 
self-esteem, betrays itself on different occa- 
sions, with endless variety of shape : if it be 
considered as the antagonist of meanness and 
the exciting cause of generous and heroic 
deeds; it is not the business of the moralist, 
when the effects of that passion are salutary 
to the interests of mankind, to examine with 
severity the principles which produced them : 
It is only when pride is not duly balanced by 
other affections, and so becomes the engine 
of oppression and injustice ; it is the abzise of 
pride which calk for the scourge of reproof; 
then indeed it becomes a most formidable 
vice, and of such a peculiar nature, that those 
who feel it strongest in themselves arc the 
most intolerant of it in others. 



So much did this sort of pride reign among 
the fh-st Philosophers, that they could easily 
discern it . in each other, but would not ac- 
knowledge the existence of it in themselves; 
hence Diogenes said, " I tread upon Platans 

vain 
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vain study C to whom Plato replied, " O Dio- 
genes, how much pride dost thou discover in 
seemiflg not to be proud l** 

Another Philosopher seeing the vessel 
wherein Plato's vomit lay, said, " I see 
PAa^i>> ;choler, but I don't see his pride;'' 
intimating thereby^ that Plato's pride was 
too deeply rooted to be brought up.. Envy, 
hatred, and malice, fight in her behalf; and 
by an effect which clearly proves her sway^, 
she persuadeth even the mildest of all pas^ 
sions to be subservient to her worst designs ; 
and so absolute in authority, that she has 
turned love into hatred, and pity into fury. 

Avaricious men have be^n so much ccaa- 
vttlsed by pride, that they have even been 
prodigal at her shrine. Ambition itself, to 
please revenge, has trampled upon diadems : 
pride retgns as well among people $hat are 
civilized as among barbarians;' and where 

she has not introduced the musket and the 

sword, 
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sword, she has employed the bow and the 
arrow. Men, women, and children, in every 
age and nation, have been tormented by this 
passion, and all the rights of nature have 
been violated at her solicitations. 



Analyze every kind of evil, and however 
artfully it may be disguised in the compound, 
yet, pride will be detected as a constituent 
pirt. From the proudest genealogy, to the 
humblest descent, and in every condition of 
life, none are free from its dominion. 

The boast of ancestry which claims so 
great a share of superiority, alas! what is it? 
the language of Marius to the Romans, when 
they hesitated to appoint him to the rank of 
General, merely on accotmt of his extraction^ 
answers that question in the following words; 



" I submit to your judgment, Romans,? 
says the incensed MariuSy ** on which side 
the advantage lies^ when a comparison is 

made 
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made between Patrician haughtiness, and 
Plebeian experience. They are pleased to 
slight my mean birth; I despise their mean 
characters. Want of birth and fortune is 
the objection against me : want of personal 
worth against them« 



^* But are not all men of the same species? 
What can make a difference between one 
man and another, but the endowments of 
the mind? The glory of ancestors casts a 
light, indeed, upon their posterity, . but it 
only serves to show what the descendants 
are: it alike exhibits their degeneracy and 
their worth: they arrogate to themselves 
honours on account of the exploits done 
by their forefathers, whilst they will not 
allow me the due praise for performing the 
very same sort of actions in my own per- 
son. He has no statues, they cry, of his 
family ! He can trace no venerable line of 
ancestors ! What then? Is it a matter of more 

praise to disgrace one's illustrious ancestors, 

* 

than' 
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than to become illustrious by one's own good 
behaviour? What, if I can show no statues 
of my family ? I can show l^e standards, the 
armour, and the trappings which. I myself 
have taken from the vanquished* I can 
show the scars of those wound^ which I 
have received by facing the enemies of my 
country I These are my statues! These are 
the honours I boast of; not left me by inhe- 
ritance as their's, but earned by toil, by 
abstinence, by valour, amidst clouds of dust 
and seas of blood.'' 

» 

Li this resolute and dignified manner did 
MariuSj while accusing others of pride, most 
strongly reveal his own: and this haughti^ 
ness of mind was notoriously evinced by 
subsequent conduct, for during the consular 
government, Rome never witnessed a more 
powerful and cruel tyrant. 

If the flame of pride blazes with peculiar 
i^pw in the mansioiis of we^th and title, be 

it 
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It remdnbered, that in the tenements of 
obscurity and indigence, it is not extin* 
guished. 



It is said of a poor woman in Spain, that in 
company with three of her children, she went 
begging from door to door. Some French 
merchants oflfered, from motives of compas* 
sion, to take the eldest of her sons into their 
service: but she refused their kindness with 
disdain, scorning, as she said, that her family 
should be disgraced by servitude : for poor as 
they all then appeared to be, he might live 
to be one day King of Spain. 

Many are the anecdotes both of ancient 

and modem times which might be related to 

expose the folly of those more ridiculous 

branches of pride which feast on the vanity 

" of person, or the ostentation of dress. Even 

with all the blooming attractions of look 
and figure, the human frame is a mass of 

corruption, and liable every moment to be 

assaulted 
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assaulted by diseases which are loathsome to 
the eye, and ofiensive to the smell ! concern- 
ing the pride of clothing, the wise Sohn told 
CrcesuSy who appeared before him in robes 
of costly magnificence, that peacocks and 
pheasants were dressed with superior bril* 
liancy. 

The splendour of apparel is not however 
always a criterion of the pride of him, who 
wears it: the affected contempt and actual 
negligence of a decent exterior, more fre- 
quently points out the character, where that 
passion has taken muu:h deeper root: for to 
many an arrogant sloven of the present day, 
may justly be applied the reproof of Socrates 
to AntistkeneSj " I see thy vanity through tJie . 
hoks of thy coatP 

Even of mental accomplishments in the 
highest perfection, which have the best 
claim to challenge admiration and swell the 
heart with pride, those who in reality possess 

them. 
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then, tte usually the most diffident : for it 
has been well remarked, that ships which 
are heaviest laden sail lowest, so a mind 
richly stored with sound and genuine Phild* 
sophji is the most himible. 

The wisest man of antiquity summed up 

the extent of his knowledge in these pithy 

words, " I know one thing," says he, which is 

this, " I know nothing'^ yet, alas, pride, that 

parent sin, which was unbecoming man in his 

best estate, he retains in the worst. There 

dribbles the idiot, or raves in a mad-house, he» 

who, once edified by his wisdom, or charmed 

by his eloquence! — ^look at him, who once 

gave out) *' that the stars fell before him, that 

the earth trembled at his presence, and that he 

was the scourge of Godt but where look for 

him? the haughty tongue is condemned to 

eternal silence. This veiy man* who ha4 

M expressed 

• AttUa. 
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fxpttswi ^.: wi^ to extend his 
met tlie.whde world> and often. glutted hb 
birVaiily by drafging captive kiBgs m Jbis 
tnai^ is auddenly choked by aii. effusion of 
blood, and that on his nuptial d^! pride 
was not made/or man ! reflect on this^ and be 
no longer proud ! 
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jLiKE cel/ebrated lord Rocb^ester \m some* 
where rfimarked| ^^ 7^^ ail men wnn^ k^.<W9^ 
f^^ if they dttrst:'' whether tl^ii ob$mitioi| 

is fouDded in truth or error ihall iiot be the 

_ ," ■ . " . , « . •. • . . 

subjeict pf preseiit iKv;e3tigatio& : but i^ j^ 
genenol ^»^mnent^ we iviU Toaiptaixi, that if 
a^an be i;iatm:ally void ^f &Vf cpur&geis 
no virtue in him, and 4^ he fears^ he ia cotv^ 
scious of cowardice* 



The most courageous among brutes are 
not insensible to the impressions of fear : 

M 2 Natural 



H 

Natural History will inform us, that tlie 
lion is terrified at the crowing of a cock, 
and the Elephant itself, is frightened at the 
grunting of a hog« 



Aristotle calls your brave fellows, who seem 
to fear nothing, not even the artillery of the 
skies, downright fools. Fear is implanted in 
our natures, and the bravest are subject to it 
There was not a more gallant general than 
AratuSy mentioned by Plutarch; yet he 
ticvcr entered upon action without palpita* 
tions of heart, and great reluctance : and it 
is said, that Gracias King of Ncrvarre, called 
the Trembler^ whose bravery is well known, 
was^ seized with a violent tremour whenever 
he was going to give battle; and said once 
to his squire, who was arming him, and en- 
deavouring to animate him, " Poor man^ you 
hww but Utik of me. Could mf Jlesh be sensi^ 
ble of the dangers to which my courage will this 

day 
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dby iopaseme^ I shmdd be worse off than with 
a quaking ft.'* 

There can be nq virtue in hazarding life, 

- • • 

tirfaere there is no sense of its value : he only 
is the courageous man, who feeling the im^ 
portance of life, as it regards the present and 
a future state, is not ^afraid/ in a good and 
honourable cause, to expose himself to the 
perils of death. The scandalous practice of 
single cqmbat, or avenging personal affronts 

% 

by duel, cannot make a virtuous claim to 
such principles^ and therefore has no right 
to the honourable name of courage: it was 
unknown to the heroes of Greece and Rome» 
and takes its origin from times of ignorance 
and barbarity. 

Even among the northern natioqs which 
tolerated the use of duels, th^ urged in apo* 
logy for them, that the corruption a^d vice 
cf the nation were beyond the controul of 

other 
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assaulted by distiasea which are loathsome to 
the eye, and (^fensive to the smell ! c<»iceru- 
ing the pride of clothing, the wise &2m told 
Cnesus, who appeared before him in robes 
of costly magnificence, that peacocks and 
pheasants were dressed with superior bril- 
liancy. 

The splendoiu- of apparel is not however 
always a criterion of the pride of him, who 
wears it: the affected contempt and actual 
negligence of a decent exterior, more fre- 
quently points out the character, where that 
passion has taken muck deeper root: for to 
many an arrogant sloven of the present day, 
may justly be applied the reproof of Socrates 
to Antisthenes, " I see thy vanity through the . 
holes of thy coat^ 



Even of mental accomplishments 
highest perfection, which have the 
claim to challenge admiration and 
heart with pride, those who in.rtt 
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\UiW% CfT not <il4tluii their otpaoi^ of duicn- 
mination/does the duellist demaad the Mvage 
recompense of human blood ! 



*.*"• 



: Let the military man, who apologizes^ that 
the situation he holdfl^ is accompanied by 
.ihe occasional necessity of duelling, recon- 
cik^ if he can, as a maca of genuine honour ani 
truth^ the practice of duelling, with the 
solemn oath he has taken of allegiance to 
the King, his law^^ and gwemment! Let all 
those who hold rank or departments under 
the crown, make the same application to 
themselves, and if they pretend to honour, 
let them take heed to be strictly clear of 
perjury ! With the Romans, no man was 
permitted to pass through the temple of 
honour, till he had gone through the temple 
oi virtue I among the advocates of duelling 

are 



• Vir boxms est quis ? 
Qui coniiilta pttmaiy qui leges juraque .s^rvat* 

04erunt peccare horn virtutia hooote. 
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.assaulted by diseases which are loathsome to 
lite eye, and ofGsnsive to the smell ! concern- 
ing the pride of clothing, the wise Sohn told 
Croesus, who appeared before him in robes 
of costly nfiagnificence, that peacocks and 
pheasants were dressed with superior bril- 
liancy^ 

The splendour of apparel is not however 
always a criterion of the pride of him, who 
wears it; the affected contempt and actual 
negligence of a decent exterior, more fre- 
quently points out the character, where that 
passion has taken much deeper root: for to 
many an arrogant sloven of the present day, 
may justly be applied the reproof of Socrates 
to AntistkeneSy " I see thy vanity through the 
hoks of thy coatT 



Even of mental accomplishments in . 
highest perfection, which have the 
claim to challenge admiration and 
heart with pride, those who iare 
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him to Antwerp, where they were both going, 
which he accordingly did, and then took 
leave of him. The young fellow was soon 
told by some arch rogues, whom he hap- 
pened to fall in with, that he must signalize 
himself by fighting some man of known cou- 
rage, or else he would soon be despised in 
the regiment.. The young man said, he 
knew no one but Colonel Guise, and he had 
received great obligations from him. It was 
all one for that, they said, in these cases ; the 
Colonel was the fittest man in the world, as 
every body knew his bravery. Soon after- 
ward, up comes the young officer to Colonel 
Guise, as he was walking up and down in the 
coffee-house, and began in a hesitating man- 
ner to tell him how much obliged he had 
been to him, and how sensible he was of his 
obligations. '^ Sir, " replied Colonel Guise, 
" I have done my duty by you, and no more." 
** But, Colonel,"^ added the young officer fal- 
tering, " I am told that I must fight some 
gentleman of known coiirage, and who has 

X killed 
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killed several persons, and that nobody" — 
" Oh, Sir," replied the the Colonel^ " your 
friends do me too much honour; but there 
is a gentleman (pointing to a fierce looking 
black fellow that was sitting at one of the 
tables) who has kilkd half the regiment'' So 
up goes the officer to him, and tells him he 
is well informed of his braveiy, and that for 
that reason he must fight him. " Who, 1, 
" Sir?" replied the gentleman : " Wliy, I am 
Peal^ the Apothecary'' 

If in defence of duelling it be said that 
the practice operates as a restraint against 
affronting behaviour and preserves decent 
order in Society, it should be mentioned at 
the same time, that well bred men require 
not such a bugbear, and those of a contrary 
description are seldom awed by it: for cha- 
racters of this c^st, are naturally most exposed 
to such rencounters, and by experience, are 
not only familiarized to them, but acquire 
at the same time superior skill and de;2;terity 

in 
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Tn the cxecutibn of them; and hence this 
consideration denies very materially, what 
is often urged in favour of duelling, that it 
is to each, equally a fair mode of attack. 
The hoary, lecher, who has assaulted the 
character or virtue of a beloved wife or an 
affectionate daughter is suffered to atone for 
that enormity, in taking away the life of 
one, who may be in the bloom of youth, 
honour, fortune and endearments. Is this 
honour r is this bravery ? is this satisfaction ? 
yes, the world calls it by such names ! but 
tell us, ye seconds, who like executioners 

■ 

attend at the fatal spot to prepare for so 
foul a spectacle, tell us, by the perturbed 
feelings of your consciences, what name to 
give the infernal deed ! 

<^ Oh, it is monstrous! monstrous 1 

** Methought the billows spoke, and told me of it.^ 

Let not th^ dignified ^ame of Honour 
continue to. be perverted in its use, let not 

N a^ the 
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liiQ basest tnetBl pa^sfor the purity ofgold, — 
strip from the imposing Ass the Lwn's skin* 

*^ Welly *ti$ no matter ; says the duellist, Hotiour pricks me 
on. Yea, but how if Honour prick me off when I come on ? 
how then \ Can Honour set a leg ? No. Or an arm f No. Of 
tidie away this grief i)f a wound ? Nil. Honour hath no skill 
}n surgery then ? No* What is Honour ? A word. What ts 
that word Honour ? Air : a trioK reckoning !— Who hath it ? 
He that died o' Wednesday. Doth he feel it ? No. Doth 
he hear it? No. Is it insensible thent Yealy to the dead. 
Bult will it npt livf irijth th? living : No, Why f Detraaioa 
will not suffer it :— ^therefore Til none of it. Honour is 
a i^crc *scutcheon j and so .cn4s my catechism.*' • 

That cannot be the offspring of legitimate 

honour, which originates with injustice, is 

. • • . • ■ • » 

nursed by revenge, is perpetrated, by stealthy 
which terminates in cruelty, violates the laws 
of society, and disdains the resentment of 

Almighty God? 

• ■ ■ ' 

Rescue the name of Honour from such 

... '*'■.. 

impious degradation, nor suffer it to gloss 

over 

♦ »mry IV. 
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over the sanguiaaiy act^ by giving to it the 
name of yakiur, 

«* As if they labourM 
To bring manslaughter into form, set quarrelling 
Upon the head of Valour ; which, indeed. 
Is Valour misbegot, and came into the world 
When se£t$ and fadlions were but newly born : 
He's truly valiant, that can wisely suffer 
The Worst tiiat man can breathe, and make his wrongs 
Kiimidkles $ to wear them like his raiment carelessly^ 
> And ne*er pfefer his injuries to his heart. 
To bring it into danger. 
If wrongs be evils, and enforce us kill. 
What foily 'tis to hazard life for ill P • 

On a subject of such baleful consequences 
as that of duelling, which leaves the deplor- 
able vestiges of grief beyond the principals 
themselves; it may be of advantage to the 
design of this essay, to bring forward the 
arguments of the celebrated Dr. South, in 
his small tract " Of Duelling Considered.*^ 
" He that dies in a duel, says this writer, so 
falls to the earth, that, it is to be feared, he 

falls 

♦ Timon of Athens. 
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falls much lower; and that the iron enters 
deeper into his soul than into his body, and 
kills much farther than it reaches. And this 
introduces the other fatal consequence, which 
attends the person thus vanquished; and 
that is," 



" Death eternal. When two persons come 
into the field upon such an expedition, they 
defy one another, they defy the laws both 
of God and man, and they defy hell : their 
business is, which shall send the other to 
that place of misery first. For certainly 
Avhosoever quits the body with the marks of 
murder and revenge fresh upon his soul,' and 
passes from his conquering adversary to his 
dreadful judge, shall in that world be con* 
demned for a murderer, though it was his ill 
hap to be murdered in this," 

*^ Nay, there will lie a double charge of 
murder upon him: naijiely, for being both 
the unjust occasion of his own death, and 

the 
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the designer of his adversary's : for it is the 
design that makes the murderer, and not the 
event and issue of the action, which are wholly 
isotltihgent and extrinsical to the will. For, 
shall a man be therefore accounted no mur- 
derer, because he had less courage, less skill, 
or less luck than his opposite? because his 
purpose was stronger than his arm ? or be- 
cause his misguided rapier hit upon a rib, 
and kept the fatal point from the regions of 
life, and so gave the adversary opportunity 
to be more sure and mischievous in his 
thrust? All which plea or excuse amounts 
to no more than this, that he would have . 
slain his adversary with all his heart, but 
.was prevented, and could not" 

, "I neither will nor dare pronounce any 
thing: in limitation of the extent of God's 
mercy ; but this I shall say, that, according 
to a standing rule and tenor of God's revealed 
will, he that dies in a duel undertook upon 
an unjust cause, affords no ground for any 

one 
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oiie to judge that he is saved : for he ciies in 
his sin, directbg his sword to his brother's 
hearty so that there is nothing but his last 
bre;ath parsing between hia murdenniA ihtenr 
tipn, su^d the final giving up of his : accounts 
to God ; before whom he has no other cause 
fo, allege for his djring in thb manner, but 
tlfyt he was proudi passionate, or revengeful ; 
sad qualifications to recommend a man to 
the tribunal of such a judge T 

"We have seen here the miserable conse- 
quences; that befal the conquered dueller. 
Let us now> in. the next place, take a survey 

of those that befal the conqueror ; and tJiese 
are three." 

" In case he is apprehended : The law has 

« 

provided that for him, which he did for his 
adversary, but in a more ignominious manner. 
The rope and the gibbet are to be his portion ; 
die he must; and what honour a man wins, 
or saves, by that which gives him an oppor- 
tunity 
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stood ; biit-lid that mistakiss 'the ^oftrt for a 
triumphal chariot^ or the gallows-tree for a 
»liinttpteUV''aiK:li;^^^^ to the 

H[4>t4iiiing 9ik(ih'4i<(}t6ries ai tlieseJ 

' • ' ** Bttt, setohdly^ suppose that he eickp^ by 
fli^> y^ tb^n'he quits Tiis couiitty/'aiid 

• • • ' • 

lives a faanisiiied maii^- and like Oaih^ having 
murdered his brother^ lie pretehtly betakes 
himself ta wander abtout tlie l^orlc^ leaVing 
l>ehitid him the t^dhfiscatiUiif of his 'gdods, a 
£uijily lameMing; and perhaps starVing^; a»d 
some of them peradventure dying for gHef^ 
and so feeling the bad influence of his 
idction/ as "yc^allyj thbugh not in t£tci'*same 
'Wanher, as hia'slain adversary.^ 



: > ' : ■ > • 



/ ^< Surely these :9iR be sad accidents to a 
mail ii^'CGld blooi^ wh^fl' the fury of his 

pas^on,' Which abused his reason^ and repre- 
tiented rev^ge so, pleasant,, shall be over^ 
and tiitili^i4i the thingt^nstk^ to his^recovered 

■'■-'•> o judgment^ 
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much better, it lt94 ba^tl fof )um>t9 lutTe Id^ 
himself qiu^t and tnnoc^t in t^e peaceable 
^o^cc^ p£ Jli^ -fnfwid«, h» .esta^ft ani 
jBOuntiy; ;tha9 .tQ,iron<d^' «4! a|i 4nclig^ 
^Bu»d«rer ioa #((P9ge Itmd» i^rp^ wh^nc^ the 

J ' 

j^,.c(i|iftifiu;|lljr 1«f¥^;tein#CE||»«tt thoKi^lB 

•■ • . . i^ •' , .^. :* . ' , . , it i ' ^ 

V JSiii^; ifi the ^d 9nd lMt.|tiM!% yrtyfUl 
suppose the mail to.h3iv)» bett9 fiMlnaR 

That he has fought ai^d kUled his ad v^-aaiy, 
^d soaaltiafifNil j^s^ «e^^ft^; aiid fBoreorrer, 
that jthrpiig^ tll^ intfToesiiw.of gmx iim4h 
willing to shar^ hit guitik «<i4 to d«riv« icpfif 
of the Jflood. up«n their ovu h0ad% Im^ Im 

putbravw? 
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Mtbraviq^ »<^<^ and tniiniplied ovicr -1^ 

fft)il)fitio(|i«. But stilly after all tl^ii, nugr irf 
ixyt ai^ C9i^oemi^ mi^ aa onc^js aU weft 
witlim? £lk>*^ l&res it wi^i 1^ in tliecoiat 
ef coM^iraiQe? 1$ h^ ^ble to keep pfT tte 
|griin amsts cf that? Can he drown the ciy 
of Uoodi and brib^ his own thoughts to 1^ 
iwn aloqe? Can he fray off the vultuie fiom 
hU bieasti that n%ht and day is gnawing 
hm htaxt, and wounding it with j^faiastiy and 
amasing reflectionsr 

"* Whether it is, that God has done it for the 

defence of mens lives, or whether it is the 

unnaturalness of the sip, or whatsoever dse 

may be the cause, certahi it in, that there is 

nothing which dogs the conscience so incea^ 

•" , ■ ■ ■ 

santly, fastens upon it so closdly, and tears it 

so furiously, as the dismal sense of blood* 

> ■.•r.»" 

guiltiness!" 

';** 11k iMiipeifaBtwtddoimmrtlo he nieiiay» 

o 8 and 
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tod fcis jolly x^mpany; and possibly, if he 
fought for revenge^ he is applauded an^' 
admired by some; if he fought for a mistress, 
he is smiled upon for a day. But when, in 
the midist of all his gaieties, his conscience 
shall come and round him in the ear: Sir, 
you are to rerhembef, that you have murdered 
a man, and what is more, you have murdered 
a sOul; you have ^sacrificed an immortal 
nature, the image of God, and the price of 
Christ's blood, to a pique, a punctilio, to the 
loves of a pitiful creature, lighter than vanity, 
and emptier than the air : and these are the 
worthy causes for which your brother now 
lies in the regions of darkness and misery, 
without relief, without recovery; an eternal 
3a€rifice. to a shprt passion, a rash anger^ and 
a. sudden revf nge," 

• - ■^ 
'i * ' 

" Now when these reasonings shall be joined 
with the considerations of the divine justice, 
apd the retributions that heaven reserves for 
bl(>od ; : the^e sad reckoning^ that are in store 

for 
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fof tlie suceessful acquitted murderer : believe 
it^ where these thoughts shall lay hold of the 
conscience, they will leave their marks behind 
them.''- 



*: J ■■ ^> 



In the Canons and Decrees of the Council 

« « 

of Trent, may be seen this salutary law: — 



. '^ Let the abominable custom of Duelling 
brought in by the invention of the Devil^ 
that by the bloody and cruel death of mens 
bodies, he might accomplish the destruction 
of their souls, be quite exterminated and 
banished out of the Christian World. If any 
Emperor, Kings, Dukes, Princes, Marquisses^ 
Earls, or other Temporal Lords, by what 
name soever they be called, shall grant liberty 
of fighting duels between Christians any 
where within their Dominions, they shall 
upon this very account be excommunicated- 
And they shall be deprived of the jurisdic- 

■ • 

tion and government of the city, castle, or 

place 



4oet |q beibagH if t^r Mil vf ti|» eimdlut 

escheat to the Lends of the Mimon". An4 
the persons that fbughti and those that aie 
called their seconds^ shall incur the penal^ 
of excommunication> and of forfeiting theit 
goods and chattels, and of perpetual infionjr^ 
And they ought to be punished as murderers, 
according to the holy Canons. And if they 
diein the coihbat Ihey shall never have Chris^' 
tian burial. And those who were accessaries 
to the duel, by advising or abetting it, or 
ifaail, by any way whatsoever, persuade any 

i' 

<Mie to it ; and the spectators also shall be 
Majble^ to excornmunication and an everlast* 
Jng "^cun^e. Any privilege or evil custom 
Irliatibever, ttiougK beyond the mcmoiy of 
iiaii,1!6the'Cofatraty notwithsfending,'* ' 






•^Wxsninot 'be too seriously lamented, tha< 
ift^ifiMS' fiistakccs; where satisfaction is not 









^firoDt^ societtyiltaye jtt>t: contrived «(iiaiig 
tliCBisply^ some piode of punishment ad^ 

l«4 W»c«»?y<- F«r^,^ protfQtion of prot 
ytje^:^ie^ml^:^im swindlurs there » 

pres^rvatioii of what is sq often mitnaini^ 
HmoTf against tbe assaults of turbulent or 
desperate cha^cters, it would seem^ by the 
apology of the duellist> there is no law, except 
in the decision of a bpllet. 

To redress such a defect^ if that in truth 
Ulcere the case, why are not tribunals o£ 
Honor established in every city» town, and 
coimtry, where references should be made 
on ^ those points, for which challenges are . 
now s^nt ? Those who were adjudged to be 
defaulters^ and refiUH^d to comply with the 
terms of satisfaction decreed by an appeal 
%a th§m^ ought> with a publicity of their 

names, 
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tiiiunfieS) to be excluded from Ithe^e^iet^ of 
the honorable and peax^eablej t «- 



J- < '.r 



.'« 
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« .If some such ' iiv6thod of^dres^ were to 
liave- the sanction and patron^age of a fe^ 
honorable and tTrulif txmm^eoe^ ebaraet^tis, the 
imtrderms fashion of duelling, wbrild quickljt 
yield to irfamyi the iisurped- name oi 
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ESSAY yi. 



SEJUF^mVMBER. 



JLF the world had not given so many horrible 
proofs of this very unnatural sin, human 
reason could hardly be persuaded, that man 
would inflict so barbarous an outrage against 
himself. 

Life, that precious loan from the Almighty 
Author, is of sacred and immortal principle ! 
it is an emanation of Deity! " For God 
created man in his awn image, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life^ and man became 
a living soulT Will he not therefore be 

p dismayed 
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dismayed to make a ferocious attack on that 
which is of divine original? Will he dare, 
by ruffian violence on his own body, force 
the spirit from its tenement to appear before 
Heaven's tribunal reeking with Bbod and ^ 
murder? He will — ^lie is tired of life ! 

Friends betray and enemies persecute, fear 
and disgrace, poverty and despair, calamities 
of every description so distract and torture 
him, that under this intolerable weight of 
complicated misery, imagine him to say, that 
he can bear up no longer, and therefore, 
welcomes death as his friend and deliverer ; 
or else, with an arrogant contempt of life, he 
refuses to hold itj subject to those casualities, 
which are inseparable from mortality; and 
will go on even to applaud the act of self- 
murder^ and call it a Roman virtue! but 
though a heathen gloss is borrowed to varnish 
over so foul an act, yet pride, cowardice and ' 
infidelity^ will be found in almost every in*^ 
stance of suicide, to have been the real causes. 

That 
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That examples of suicide are to be pro- 
duced from the un-christian world, we readily 
admit; and in cases o^ extremity y self-murder 
was considered by then^ as necessaiy and 
laudable ; hence it was, that Demosthenes and 
Hannibal are said to have been constantly 
provided with an effectual pojson to dispatch 
themselves, rather than they woul^ fall into 
the hands of their enemies. 

The Stoick Philosophers, who considere4 
all things to lie under an irresistible neces- 
sity; and the Epicureans, who expected no 
futur? state, consistiently with such principles, 
abandoned themselves to these fatal courses. 

Poets and orators never se^m more elo- 
quent, than when they describe the death 
of CatOy who, not able to endure Ccesar^s 
government, though he had bom with 
PompeySy " plunged a dagger into his breast, 
tore his own entrails, and that h^ might 
taste death, rent bis soul fronii hisi body, and 

P % that 
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that with his own hands." Tlie moral 
Seneca^ never spake in higher praise of virtue 
than he did of this action; he imagined 
that all the Gods descended into Utica to 
consider this spectacle, 

Plato himself, when he commands those 
only to be interred in lonesome soUtary 
places, and without the usual solemnities, 
who, through cmcardice and unmanly fear, 
butchered themselves, evidehtly implies some 
palliation and excuse for those who killed 
themselves^ on very urgent and honorable 
occasions: but the unliniited practice of 
suicide was • considered, even by the heathen, 
as opprobrious, and those who Avere guilty 
of it, except in very cxtrabrdindry instances, 
forfeited their rights to decent burial, and 
were clandestinely put into the ground, for 

* Liquet mihi cum magno speflassc gaudio Deos; cum. 
vir ille accrriraus sui vindex gladium sacro pe6lori infigit, 
dum viscera spargiit & animam manu educit. 

Sen, De. Priyvid* c. ii. 

they 
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they were considered as enemies to their 
country whose service they deserted; for 
which reason -^Vr.r, the son of Telamon, was 
not according to custom reduced to ashes, 
for it was declared to be a profanation of 
that element to consume in it the bodies of 
such, as had been their own murderers. 

Such then is a brief statement of ancient 
opinion on the present subject, and so far 
were they from encouraging self-murder^ 
that they resented it as cowardly and 
linmanly ! 

To prove that this vice has no claim to 
cbtirage^ but partakes o!l the contrary of 
cowardice as well as pride, it will be sufficient 
to' remark, that courage is a virtue which 
supports the mind under a sense of danger, 
and gives her fortitude to meet it ; for want 
therefore of a manly resolution to combat 
against the adversities of life, it happens, 

that men, by suicides, make a mean sun*ender 

of 
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of their own existence ; and afraid of their 
enemies, of confronting their accusers, or 
ol^tliving th^ir disgrace, by sneaking out of 
the world, they imagine that they evade 
such troubles, but thpse are thp impressions 
of cowardice. 

To haughty ambitious pride, which cannot 
brook disappointment, must be therefore 
Added, this impulse of fear. 

That the self-murderer proves himself to 
be highly charged with infidehty, isTsuffici'- 
ently evinced, by the effrontery of the act. 

Before the deliberate suicide can effect the 
dreadful deed, either a disbelief in the Pro- 
vidence of God in the affairs of the moral 
world, a contempt of his scriptures, an awful 
temerity of running the hazard of the die, 
or a. daring presumption of divine pardon, 
must have strongly influenced the mind. 

The 
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The fear of death is implanted in us, by the 
author of nature, with the wise design of 
exciting a proper . solicitude for the pre- 
servation of life: even subordinate animals, 
influenced by sensations of this kind, and 
without impressions of religion, by carefully 
avoiding whatever endangers thjeir safety or 
destruction, strongly declare their aversion to 
death, and a due estimation of life. 

On great and laudable occasions, it may be 
an act of valour to sunnount the fear of 
death, and boldly meet'it; but where life is 
rendered more terrible than death, it then be- 
comes the truest valour to live : but the con- 
duct of the suicide proves that he has not 
courage so to resolve : overawed by the trou- 
bles of the moment, which he has not spirit 
to resist, nor firmness to endure, the desperate 
experiment of relief is made, and he forces 
on himself a violent death ! 

He, who thus becomes his own executi- 
oner, independently of committing so cruel 

an 
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ati act against his own nature, itiust have 
doubts concerning the veracity of Scripture 
and of God's govemmtint in the moral world ; 
or to speak gently of this atrocious deed ; for 
the sake of avoiding pains, which are but 
temporal, he will take his chance of those 
which are eternal ; or, on a bold presumption 
of receiving that mercy, which the sacred 
oracles of truth have every where discouraged 
him to expect, he will dare to rush, without 
the appointed summons, into the presence of 
an Almighty Judge ! 

•* To be, or not to be ; that is the queftion ; 

Wlicther 'tis nobler in the mind to fiiffer 

The flingis and arrows of outrageous fortune. 

Or to take arms againil a fea of troubles, 

And, by oppofing, end them > To die — to deep—. 

No more ; — And by a fleep to fay we end 

The lieart-ach, and the thoufand natural (hocks 

That flefh is heir to*-'tis a confummation 

Devoutly to be wifii'd. To die j to fleep— 

To fleep ! perchance to dream : aye, there's the rub! 

For in that fleep of death, what dreams may come^ 

When we have fliufflcd off this mortal coil, 

Mu«t 
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Must gixew same. Thete's th^ rcf peoU .» 

That makes calamity of so long life :. 

tor who would bear the whip's" aiid scbriis oF'^time,^ 

Th^^ojypressor^s wrongs the- pk&ici ^niMi's ^oiihrnnlyf 

Th^ 99qp of 49q|j|4 l^««, ^^^ktP's ^c}^ V t ^ . : C ^ 

The insolence of office, and the spufD$ . '\r- 

Th^t patient merit of the unworthy takes. 

When he himself might his quietus make 

Withii hii^'bodklA r wild %iMia «#dlA%e4fi, - I 

3Biu thauhc df«4,of K^^tWpg ate" f c^ .,...,.•:* 

(That undiscovered country^Trom whose bourn 

Nt> traveler returns) puateles Wifdtl/ ■ -i '.-^ 



Tiim fly toDthert that we ka^ f^jo^^^' 



■\' 






|>rpfi>und hard^ta surest the tlunigbt^ ^tiid 4^ 
arm the haiid of those^ who are plotting, 
whea, and which way jto deprive themselves 
of existenqs!, vohwtarijly to pu^isl^ with death, 
the tudbuience of their pwn feelings— to be- 
come their own assasstnsi The commission 
of such a crimen we k«iow^ is an ;^qt of mad- 
nc^sf it ought^ however,, to be rememheredi 
th%t uU axe not tmd whorare guilty of it ; but 

a on 
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on this matter^ it is the province of jurors to 
determine; they are to give the verdict; and 
fer.wch an outrage against the decencies of 
society, may order the ghastly corps to rot 
with inferoy ! 

But sp9re tlie dismal inquisition, thou who 
art sometimes conscious of having indulged 
the dreadful thought of tearing asunder the 
silver cords of life; spare the agonizing con* 
sequenixs of such a deed to those, who dearly 
love thee ! sa've l^y memory from a charge 
so vile! rebuke the infernal spirit, which 
whispers suicide tb thy relief— suffer not the 
provbkinjj enemy to take a^irantage of thy 
di^Vacted brain: let him not cheat thee out 
of the precious boon of life; nor decoy, by 
afty artifice,:' the living principle from the 
frame to which it is now attadied, lest that 
deceptions monitor should revile thee after- 
ward in the regions of unutterable darkness ! 
Forbear ! oh forbear ! the base design of sui- 
eide, and instantly fly the deadly instrument ! 

On 
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On bended knees to Heaven, implore pro- 
tection from the God of strength, thou, ^o 
art now assaulted with temptation! Open 
that book, which never failed to administer 
the sweetest consolation in every instance of 
human misery, and to all, without exception, 
save only the self determined reprobate ! 



Address then that compassionate Father, 
who resides in Heaven, but still watches the 
things which are done on earth, to sucQOur 
and forgive thee ! An invisible hand will 
presently dispel the cloud, and tome good 
thing will happen to thee ! live, therefore,' 
and enjoy it — live ! and do good to others ! 
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1!lIEIt£ 15 seaf cdy to b^ found among th« 
;it^tti6us" descriptions of mankind, aik mdivi* 
dualy who, witlt the error* of Ks* character^ 
will aHow it to be tainted with the name 
of LIAR ! fbt fai tihat vice there is^ somcthmg* 
so peculiarly odious and mean, that the 
mere charge is no sooner made, than it is 
resisted with violence! Happy would it be 
for society, if the practice of this crime was 
as resolutely abhorred. 

In truths there is something so truly ami- 
able, that, through her candour and openness^ 

she 
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tdie seldom futs to atone for her severity, By 
seciinB^toJber v^otarks admiration and re* 
apeet,: and by xnoderoting resentmeftt which, 
otfaef wise had been aggravated. 

Mutual confidence is no less the security 
than it is the happiness of social intercourse ; 
but falsehood lurka in ambttsh, to impair the 
OQC^ and d^tiroy the other ; like the assassins 
of Cssar, who prostrated themselves at his 
feet, that they might stab him with greater 
certainty, so does falsehood artfully put on the 
lovely dress of tmtlv the better to disguise 
its base design. 

However successful to immediate purposes, 
iying may appear to be, yet in some most 
fineaq)€cted way or other, this paltry refuge 
is usually detected and as constantly exposed r 

^* Of all the vices, (says the celebrated Lord 
Chesterfield) there is not one more criminal, 
more mcan,^ and more ridiculous than lying. 

The 
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Tfie end we design by it is Very Mldom ac- 
complished, for lies are always ibuAd out at 
one time or other; and yet there are persons 
who give way to thb vice, who are other* 
wise of good principles, and have not been 
ill educated. 



" Lies generally proceed from vanity, cow- 
ardice, and a revengeful disposition, and some- 
times from a mistaken notion of self-defence. 

" He who tells a malicious lie, with a view 
of injuring the person he speaks of, may gra- 
tify his wish for a while, but will, in the end, 
find it recoil upon himself; for, as soon as he 
is detected, (and detected he most certainly 
will be), he is despised for the infamous at- 
tempt ; and whatever he may say hereafter 
of that person, will be considered as false, 
whether it be so or not. 

" If a man lies, shuffles, or equivocates, for 
in fact they are all alike, by way of excuse 

for 
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for uxiiy iiiinghc has said of done^^he aggm- 
vates the- offetice rather than lessens it; for 
the person to whom the lie is told has a right 
t^ knoW^ the truth, or there Would have been 
no occasion to have framed ft iUiehodd. l^is 
person, of course, wiH think himself ill treated 
for being a second tinie aSronted ; for what 
can be a greater affront than an attebpt to 
impose upon anynian's understrnding? Be 
sides, lying, in excuse for a fault, betrays feair, 
than which, nothing is 'more dastairdly and 
unbecoming the character of a gentleman* 

... * / 

"There is nothing more manly, or inoie 
noble, if we have done wrong, than frankly 
to own it. It is the only wicy of meeting 
forgiveness. Indeed, confessing a fatilt and 
asking pardon, with great minds, is consi* 
dered as a sufficient atonement. * I have been 
betrayed into an error,' or * I have injured 
you, Sir, and am heartily ashamed of it, and 
sorry for it,' has frequently disarmed the per- 
son 
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ion mjvatdy ahd,'\v3»e hi wtetld baye})eet 
our tnemjr,; hks madefaimrour fiiend f , 



■ii \ 



r « There MB ji9r3W$jalw, %iM» 
tbem to tell 4:(h»i|^si«d )i$9. 'Jli^ p^^uade 
themselve$, thst^ if ;it bp no way injuriouii 
to otfa^^it is Imrmlesii aqd innocent^ and 
the^. ^faetter^ 4heir &l«ehpods under the softer 
TBMne^of untrMhs., Thqse persons we foolish 
enough to 'ims^ne^ dwt if they^ can recite 
Jiny thing wonderfel they draw: the ;at]^ntion 
of the oa|D|iaiiy ; an^ift^^.tl^emsfilves are 
the object of that wonder, they are looked 
up %K> as persons extiaordinary.; . This has 
madle many a man see things that never wer« 
in i^eijag,' hear things that never were said| 
and acjsieve feats tb^ never wiere attempted, 
dealing always in the marvellous. Such may 
he assure^ - however uowilling the persoji^ 
they are conversing with may be to laugh in 
their faces, that they, hold them secretly in 
the^ bluest contemjrty for he who wiU tell a 
}ie ;thu8 idly, will not scruple to tell a greater, 

where 
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any penoo-iliottld doubt of my renidify fot 
<>ne minute, I would deprive myself of tdUng 
abroad either what I had reiSfy seen or heard, 
# fueh things did not carry with thetn the 
face of probability. 
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'' ^Oihenf i^(iin will boast of the great re- 
i<|>eef 'fheytteet wit3i in c^bun companies ; 
t»f thto hcmoBrt that are continually heaped 
<Mi^tlcin^ere; of the great price they give 
lb#«^r^tlUlng' they purchase; and this to be 
Hfefiglft df^ttoaseqifmice;^ but, unless such 
fiStS^e ha¥e^4fa^ best and most accurate me- 
iftMyv-'tihey wiU| periiaps^ very soon aftor, con- 
tradict thdr former asserHons, and sutgect 
themselves to contempt and derision* 

r 

# 1 •'»'.■"■ 

■ f ^ • J « - « 

^ ^'Remeiid^ liken, M long as you live, that 
IMttii^ittef strict trut^^ you tiiro' 

]ifi{>»ith ^tettMT' and cr^ liars are not 
ktt^ eSmiM6ii^ butdingefoiis companions, 
iild,- when known, will ever be shunned by 

> men 



4069 of jandersteofli^gi JBeside»,: jm ihp gimir 
^t ..Ifaw are, jfewrjrf^y .:the;,|^<»t«fift ^1»,. » 

jnajEi ^ ;who afl4i^tf . i)i»{$€flf t^ t)ii», rdeteatable 

*•"■'' 

yicei will not 01^ jbe lpQ]qs4^ ijip^.aa vid* 
.^, bift ml^ zievfir. , be coiisfd^^llts a mi^ 
of sense !" 



• • .'. 
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But tJ^ough it, be ^hji8di6^5kp?a^le;to, pub- 
lish lies, yet: ,<» tljfi <j^ ^^^ftfl^. iplew it 

<•■'.■■•, 

^becomes tt legaX 4vty, or to ^aaf^ theifHir 
j)o$e of public or privaite^c)^ )i9e,«j|;^>t 
^a^uired tp reveaJ^ t^ .tn^b;i^rt^tb#«li. 
^ry of another.} and ev^. ^ 4^^^i^i9A;i#SI» 
the ex(a£t fetter .of, i%, . wh^:cli|9pte4. to. |ifiM| 
benev«^t pijipose, .the uiQ|st,ngi|^. t»<>f«}H!l 
would not censfuna., ,, , j ... ; ..i, .:-:•-. 

' • ./f ■• • - ■■.'•'5 '. 

... „ . .• 'Ji I. .«..■--■,..■. ^ ^- .• . , ii J ^t ^ 

" i ^ 

Whatever is intended to deceive^ whether 
ei^f^eascd by ^^0^ pwd^)^ i^^mtk m^^ta, 
within.the xs^eBXivs^,^^4Ri^ 
xnept?! reserves aif4^i4)fppa|w>ii^^ Hfflrt^Kl 
&uppressiwi ofj.^f tru&^ yA»m4^ IfHA 
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' 1?bf the a«cveratf6hs <rf lovers,' *ffie poeiii 

* * , .' • • ^ 
ti^ 118, thiet^ Jtipit6r msAt a'l)ottomlesd bs^-f 

#6hid hidieed, on such turbulent occasiotd; 

are usually regarded to be as good as okth^, 

ahd^both^df them to be* as trifles! fitirthd 

. sacred interests of truA wiH not allow* o#8u£K 

impious frivolousness !* 

■ " let thy oaths?' says a wHfcr, ** W sao-e^ 
and f>romise$ be made upon the altar of thv 
he^it: Cill niot Jove to Wttness, wifti a stone 
iiii'onV iikftd, 'land a stfaw in another; ttA so 
make chaff drid stubble 6f tJry^ vowsr- Wftrdly 
spirits, whose interest ts their belief, inake 
cobwebs of obligations ; and, if they can find 
ways t6 elude ihe urn df i?he i^raStor, will^nisi 
tfiC tafiuiAfefboH of Jupitef : and, therefore, \^ 
they' ilioiiid i& Qt^ iwcBT ZB Osmaii to 
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ride Pttfllnidorff OQ the Natare of nromiaes and Oaths. 



Bp^dilem- Gabor ; yet whtf tSer ^Hny .Would ht 
bound by ' tibose cbaiaS) andaat ^d-mys Ui 
cut such Gordian knots, we could have no 
just assufance. But honest mens* ^words^are 
Slyifian oatlu^and promises^^inyiolabie. These 
are not the men for whom the feU^^ of .4iMPr 
were^ first; fprged ; they needed v not the so^ 
lemnpsa of oa(ths ; by keeping thdr faith they^ 
swfiSMi; an.d evacuate ^uch confirmations.'' 

t Although we have admitted, that for the 
purpose . of im^^al, designs^ .^dtiou itself, 
under the semblance of .reality,! is sometimes 
allowable; yet against the abiise of such a 

licence^ .it must be strictly guarded: for 

'. . ' ' ' ' " - • 

by; giving to fabricated stales too stron^jr^ 
th|B language and colouring of tr^th, we 
may exceed t|ie , limit§ of thi^^i^idulgence,^ 
and here it ,may be remarked, tjiat the ap- 
plause usually given to those who are called 
" Good story tellersj^** )m atendeiicy to draWy 
them^as^de from the |>Uin habits of truth; 
neither is an impeachment of their credibili^ 
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^st> jewrdiy mstitiite^/^if'iiow and t^^^ 
loihc;! occaanoii^ they glideintdriianfcthr^ pai»» 
ftajking^idf tewveUout desinrtpttaii, mtA dvin&^ 
ters plead a sort of indemnification, uaAhy the 
consent of society are privileged, ^' to tell lies 

^tb^a better graice than other men/* 

•■ .- » • • ' . .■■•'< 

c Iht pkadicclheDtfbre of telling s&teitjkaitl^ 
ing falsehood^ for the sake i)f their coBtagknia 
ievils, .and lest they should involve the real 
;n^dotes of life with, uncertainty and Buspi>- 
cion, should imly be tolerated under the most 
prudent management. 

However, after all, discreditable and ma* 
lignant lies are readily to be distinguished 
from those to which we have now alluded. 

To the honor of heathen virtue it is recoiw 
ded of ]^>aminondas, that he could not be 
prevailed <m to digress from truth; and of 
Xenocrates it is said^^ that the people en« 
tertained so high an opinion of his veracity, 

that 
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iliiafi 'vviheii he imc6 apqHTDaicikfid tht jltan: to 
•c<M|fiiiiiiifa]r Mth ^lu(t: Ite liad joserted^ ^ 
-Jmifsj^ iomjomUtrnfy tint JbU urori 

I I* ■• f ,"* •'•.1. '■•;'■■'■ 

* 'J .1. • . • >i ' -' ' ' ■ 

" Truth,'' lays a XTtattatic wtixet^ '*• is the 
beginning of heroical virtue, 'tis the most 
live^ if cnembknee . and inictatioa.Af J^'m who 
k abaobrtely perfinHv 'tis the £bBci and iiemeiit 
of society, a vsitue oompoaed iJfE amtabl^ess 
4iid'diviiiaieatui»&;.bu£a Ueis umeasonabl^ 
Md ii|^ » )the shadows of ni£^^ r 
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''BWJ^UACTIOJ^. 



JFKSf^fl*fit sthose of the weakest Jieads^ or 
tta6|i^j^pi;^^iq|!j t^^te, cq» derive sati^fa^ticoi 
^:3FantC¥P^y,.Eubljshmg the miscQ^duct. pf 
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,, J^ iiQt &uffiitient to^y io Jpdi|»ation of 
t|ui9 9^aqfV %^l 09^ the tmth was ^Pq]^9^ 

ilaelf i>e officiously intruded to the injury of 

another^ 
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another, it partakes of detraction. In palli- 
ation of the crime, the defamer perhaps vnH 
say^ that he is not the author of the tale, but 
he is nevertheless guilty of. en9(}u^;a|png the 
circulation of it ; the receiver ot stolen goods 
is properly made as obnoxious to the law as 
the thkfhim&tlf; and the busy promoter and 
even the patient hearer of dejtrac^n are alike 
the abettors of it. 

The great law of charity and justice dc^ 
mands of us not only to avoid aii injurUms 
ztt to our neighbour, but moreover reqiiites 

us tb suffer no harm td be done tc^him, Whidtt 

» . 

inay be in our power to prevent. T)x)se wbA 

are addicted t6 this vile practice ofihie tbnguifi; 
conscious of the odiousness justly 'itXsuihtA 
to the abrupt introduction of slander, usually 
smoothrthe way to reproach, by some pm^^Hii 
eommicndation, and to give tiieir designi bet- 
ter effect, not unfrequently appear tabiiild up^' 
in acme few. iastance^ the V617 Aiittcter 

^^' wllicb 
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wbidi these vidtiires ba^ pouhced upat to 
aitiigle afterword. ' 



t t 



By preparatory declarations of regard to 
tiie^ ftfinily, Jor esteem for the tstlents and 
numy gbod qualities of tine person, against: 
iKlliom, they have a poniard concealed in the 
bosotoi, and the >>Moit of aspi is.tsmkt timr 
UpSj ' ^ty^ better disguise the intentions :^ 
proceeding by an artful climax of insinuation' 
to pdsitive assertion, like a terse epigram, 
they twist abclut the dragon tail^ till opportu-* 
nity serves^ of darting in, at ti certiun pcnii^ ' 
the corroding sting : "they bah nmk tmi'^r- 
Str n^k thtyimUe.'* 



, i^ .. ... 



* *' Shiver, in whatever manner it is ushered 
111,'' sayi an ^egsnt writer, " is a vice impure 
ih Its source, dangerous in its effects, gene- 

jid in its inihMlice, irreparable in its conse- 

.... I 

ispiencest i vice that strikes at once three 
inortal blows; it wounds him who commits 
it;' him dgaihst whom it is committed ; and 

^ * s him 
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in society only because eyiPl^i:9!^iihm:^ 
invincible inclination to commit it.'* 



» • * --/ ».*•. tf . s ' \ 
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dasher of it : the restless to^^e^c^f^ caliuniiji^ 
knows no bounds, nor spares any character, 

pm*.. a^d.,wb^n< sojj[}e,.ajcfe,ui»j. jOth^atefS^^ej 
tQ.he>dqwn^:cb??^tef4 of-pHWifjiyjhp>»F?v!% 
^^fualjly.the more- certai? m^Js. of ; ilji^wajl,. 

-^'[^ ^ ficance 
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" The faifiag* trf\gooAm«n\f'.'it/Jiaa'.W 
well observed, " are commonly more pub- 
I£^e^)Br^t]w[woridr.thaiii'tbeirq^[kid dlSds; 
: aBdaotff^fdBltioffm rddservio^ inan^dEatll'ioat 

^{fisann ^ndti Jli^ > the / fem i^f '^ jiHllra&d c SI 

^■Miiet; sandpit /often iis^^JBBSitthafb thoaft tee 

the best people, whose chai^raleAi iiftve ifaete 

most injured by slanderers; for we usually 

find that to be the^ta^BoffStHfriiffy'Vhich the 

birdsTi^y^^^^pxcMi^^S;. j^ftiJ^^i?^ of 

the subjecrt§^%fe^H4te^4s^*«<l^:^JH^ 

expect otew!»«, W^ t» l*f .4fi»»% ^i^wttMred, 



mation, like the brilliancy of a diamond, may 
be better displayed through the intervention, 
of some dark body. 

Even against an open enemy, the generous 
spirit disdains to offer malignant language 

To 
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Jo the Persian soldier who itAdted Ale»w4er 
the Greats excellent was this rebufce of his 
commander, '^ Sir^ you are paid taught agahut 
Aldrander oM mt io rml at hmt^A 






/The author of Tom Joines has justly told 
vs, i^Vthat vice has not a :idore abject slave; 
society produces ndt a more odious vermin, 
nor can the devil receive a giiftinore wordiy 
of faim^ nor possibly -more welcome to hini» 
^^imh^dindertrf r\<- 
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l/ini98ec4ceUfbaqper than the oroids whose tentgue . 
' OutWnoau til the wdrtatof JJif//; WhMB bfcath 

All comers of the world i kii^^ queens, aodsUtcSp 
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all rivers fioinr into the aea, yet 

ibat dep^tp^y will not be f\iVL aad (bough 

J. 

the influx of wealth be unbounded, the cof- 
fers of avarice remain insatiable : age, which 
iifually , c9rT9cts other vices, strangely in- 
jcreaiiei this. ; 

»• . 

.Avarice stands directly opposed to extrar 

vagance, and of the two evils, there scarcely 
can be a doubt, that avarice is by far the 
gliBater: ,if ,the prodigal, by squandenog on 

dut of his power to be gene- 
rous 
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rous to others, and sometimes even honest ; 
tbe niggard, while possessing the most ample 
means of doing both, wants the spirit to 
indulge in 4h<l foSper/ a^ '^cjoijj'frequently 
trespasses against the latter. 

A moralist of antiquity calls him a thief 

who covets, Vl>!l!^)| $4^<!^^^^ if this 
assertion be true, the avaricious are by ima- 
gination and wish, Wth their hands in the 
pockets of others, and if the act could be as 
iskkrA'^ihe thought,^©!' tJic' fe^^ ^^^jjrife- 
toWfe ^as t§ie^^d«^ii4; Vciuld <bfe ^^tttndetWi^ 

■'^Sifcfhi h the^adttiinltm of ai^^cte, ^Whitft 
seldom permits her slaves to be ti^strftrdM 
by any noble principle, that by analogy it 

*• For. sordid lucre plunge w/e in the imre4 
<t^^Ofdl|6,W6tt,<tfiroU|l|i*Vrtt i^^ 

" Hope in Heaven J our dignity with man, 
* '■'-• " And deify the dirt matured to gold !" Y#uif C. 
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the Chri#^ i^Jyif^ if; "Pl^jliiQjugU J^flui*. 
could stop the course of the Sun, yet all his 
pp^o^er could not st^gu ,tli^[ cp^rse of ^ys^fu^ 
T3^<V; «uflh sjppd, tiUJli^ but. apya^ice weat xw^ 
J9§}iP4.f^ta^9^.a yi^to^ wfaea the sm^g ft y y l, 
i:^ ; }](ut,,u(he)i ^va49^ .wasM work, Jo^^itoai. 
w»defe^ited." . ' . 

.J^v^xxcCr'it.jJi2i%x the truth ye-who we. 
t9]piif^ij[^ AMithi thifi daugerpus passipa^trthat. 
ql^i^OjP^^ .a beloved, frieijd jqitp, the : 0fi&)iMf:» 
traitorJ"*' :; . 

. ' .-••■., 

-■■,■■ i ...... , . , ,.i 

• ,3Kithr ;^ <le%p_of ,.rcclaiim«g: a> mwcivj 
;^ft9 thf Gr^t^,h*d, lieoour^e to^th^ 




^, eiiipjerijoient : " H[e , took. ' a, . U^W^ 
as4,;?^^-^^t .a spacs^ of g^wndr^.of, thf^ 
s);^-ofj^4i hi^nK^u bodjf,! axid said tgir hii^j 
a4d:l|e^;p to-Jieap, acQuinuUte riehes^. ti{)pfL> 
rj«fe»8,;,§l5jfis4llthfJf])^ ppSW»fi#iw^ 

i 

* Judas* 
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oonqoer the whole woiH™ ^ ^^ ^^fi mc£ 
a ^pot as thb win be all yaa win hsfe.* 

With all the rigid cdcdlations of cmnpoimd 
in teres t from their mnasy bags^ thcf ttaaeniHe 
victims of avarice forget^ that every hour thqr 
se bmsking^ away the jprfmr^ of lifi^ and ibr 

m 

the short time they are creeping about' the 

earth, like Tantalus of old, are starving in the 

midst of plenty 1 To himself the miser has 

* ■ ■ ■ ■ • 

not the courage to be liberal, and against the* 

sblicitations of charity to others; he is hkfd 
as the flinty rock; and hence the chaige of 
inhumanity is justly added to the long cata- 
logue of his other crimes — ^Ah miserable maoi ! 
death will shortly tear from thy hard grasp 
Ay lands, thy buildings, and thy funded 
'tiiousands, and to set a mockery on these 
thy idols, will put them into the hands of 
some determined spendthrift, who is impA^ 
tient to pay the charge of thy obsequies, that 
Ife may riot in thy ill-gotten wealth, and thus 

thy 
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thy money will % second time become a re-* 
proach, though in contrary extremes. 

If avarice be thy disposition, make it not 
thus thy punishment and disgrace: take 
resolutjion to break the detestable manacles, 
open thy stores, and taste the lukuiy of 
doing good! 

* • ' r ' 

On a very notorious character ; that accom- 
plished writer Dr. Arbuthnot> thus strongly 
expresses himself on such features of it, as 
allude to avarice. The epitaph, which well 
, deserves a place in this Essay, cftas thus :^ 

' ^ SERE ooBtiMietfi torol 

Tbe tiody of FRANCIS CQARTCRISs 

Wli^ witfmumBxsBtk e«»rit»fCT» 

And iMiMiTABLx vfnroBMxn of ufs^ 



In spite of AOB and iNPUtfitmtfl, 

In the practice of xtery bvman vice; 

£xieQrtiBf MODiGAunr and HTrocRUY; 

]C» iwatiftlile atajuci exempted him from the fot^ 

Ifit matcfalett impudence ftom the second. 

Nor wu he more uttgiikH' 
In the nademting pravity of hit rnaaaen^ 
\ ^Rm toeeeunil 

T la 

« m^, Cildwalh liltct CoItectioQ of Aaeitat tad Modern tpiti^ 
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For wiflmrt tbadk or PBOFMtioit, 

miMttmtof fDuio NMtv, 

And wittovt ■Kin-woRTHT lenrke, 

He ■cqniTed, or, man propei^, iTmted, 

■A If fa^nvUAL MMTi.. 

He wai the only penoB of bii time, 

Wlw covH OHUT irithoot ttia aMrit of soNiUTr, 

Be^fai bii.pri)iuey»l hkamksh 

When poueaMd of tin thoviarb ■ yar ; 

And luTlng devervad tiie oimBCT far whtt he 4'^, 

Wu at but eoDduuted to it for wint he could not do. 

O indigiwiit reader I 

Hunk not Im life oaeleM tommkindl 

pROTiDBircB, et Ido execrable dsvgm, 

To gaa to eftwofet 

A cowpicnoo) psoor and bxamplk 

OfhniMMll Httatfioaii sxaaUrAKT TULta 

Ijitfaeti^tof Gi)p, 

' ' ' ' Bytdf bvtoviiiigtt on tnb nkOvttrMwoifTilv 

tFAU-lMBTAU.* 

~ ■** TKa mjm was ittfamous ftw aM manner of 
vices. White he wm an ensign in the aimy, 
he was druouped but of the reg^ent for a 
cheat; he was next basished Brussels, and 
drummed ou of Ghent Qn the same account. 
Afler an huudred tiiqka at Uic g^mpi^g tables, 
he took to lending of mon^ at exoi^itant 
interest and great premium, and accumu- 
lating preiniuni, igft^t and capital'into new 
capital, and seizing to a minute when the 
pi^nneats 
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payments Jbecsune due^ In ^ a word, by a 
constant attendance on ^€ wantSi vices, an4 
follies of mankind, he ac(}uired an immense 
^rtune. Hi^ house was a perpetual bawdy** 
house. 110 wai twice qondemaed for mpes, 
,and pardoned;; but the la^t time not without 
imprisonment in Newgate atd large confix 
cations. 

•* He di«d in 1731, aged 62. The popu- 
lace at his funeral raised a great rieft, almost 
tpre the body out of the coffin, and cast dead 
dogs, &a into the grave along witli it He 
was said to be worth seven thousand poimds 
a year, estates in land, and about one hun^ 
dred thansand pounds in money.'' 

... ■- . ^ .. . • 

This spe^isfien of character is however only 
introduced^ ^;^ extntprdinary instance of 
miserly^ wickedness : bi^t the whole turpitude 
of thi9 mania. ccmductJs not necessarily con- 
nected with propensities to avarice ; vsA tlMr 
exceptions to it, are many, 

T 2 Amfong 
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Among the learaed sages of antiquity, aa 
eager pursmt after wealth was held in a ri^* 
cqIous point of ^ew, and censured as abso- 
lutely injurious to the cause of virtue. When 
Archelaus invited Socrates to his court for 
the purpose of conferring on him reward and 
honours, that brave philosopher is said to 
have made answer to those who brought the 
message, in these words : " Tell the king that 
a measure of flour may be bought in Athens 
for a halfpenny, and water for nothing, and 
though your master does suppose I want, yet 
I have enough, because I am contented with 
it little.'^ 

To the plagues of inguietude the miser cail* 
not be a stranger: for the accumulation and 
safety of his ' wealth, the poor 'man's brain 
must be perpetually on the rack; but intoler- 
able is the reflection, that he is doomed, how 
soon he knows not, td undergo an 
separaticm from it. 



mmm 



ESSAY X. 



JUSTICE 






JbBlEMQyE from ix^mkind the mean temp^ 
^tion . of deviating from her paths, and 
scarcely a character could be found, that 
would not practically admire the maxims 
of Justice. 

Thisre has been a sort of rivalship among 
mankind, who should most excel in proclaim* 
ing her worth. While Poets, with all the 
fire of verse, have made the attempt^ Painters 
and Sculptors, by the most lively and expies* 
s^iye imageryi have not been loss ammated 
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in her cause. Philosophers have sought to 
do. her hc^age^ with all the formaitty ^f 
proud disquisition. Orators have found in 
justice, a grand and interesting subject for 
the pomp of declamation and' dignity of 
address. Statesmen and Warriors, ennobled 
by resentment, when justice was offended, 
have under her banners been dignified by 
heroic deaths. Even the guilty, who are 
smarting under her cwreetion, will assert 
her rectitude. The criminal, while he yet 
^azes on the MVighting process of kia exe- 
cution, caixnotalbw the siHvetcoPds <^f life 
to be stretched ' aminder^ till he 'h6at& jvtsh 
tice harmless, ioid coofess^s t^at her w&y« 
are right; and will convey witb kia last 
breath, a tribute of respect to her sacred 
namcJ' Among the four cardinal VHtues, 
justice is therefore most deservedly ikssed * 

... • 

However multiplied are her lav^ ttiA how- 
ever difficult fiiay be the e^pknation <sf satut 
^f them^ ill thei^r^pdlitical ade^tatioii ttf di^i^ 

•^. ent 
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^ffnC 6^nMes tmd 'faabi& ojf-jiocicty^ yet, • ife 
ikte graB^ concerns of in6j^ Justice^ to whic^ 
dtb j^ ^hftrtr^^say if cohfined^ ignojance mi 
artna^ui»YfLn€)bWmg-id»ce. On tlie tgblfjt 
jpf ctmKience it ip- writtep with the iniger of 
.45iod,^>^i)o untopthr^ ojs you.muld they ^hmf^ 
^0 mfp ym^^ The . ^mm^Af) is short— thje 
^gV«g? i?.p¥nr-the^Bty i^ imperious !-aft4 
tTifhilelojid^y extolled; ^H principle, this divi^ 
ffll^^im ishould equally be regarded in pra^ 
Jtifta: for whatever js morally bad, ought no(, 
ii» JlEiy view pf th§ subject to be considered 
^ p^li/tj^Uy iitight : but by. the manners of 
"ithegre^r ^part of society, every advantage 
that can be taken, especially in the course of 
^traffick, which the laws have not specifi- 
cally branded with the name of dishonesty^ 
is termed jwt. 

In the busy walks of merchandise, con- 
science must not too much intrude, lest a 
ifresh importation of what may be thought at 
present scarce^ or the circulation of tmth 

by 
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hy disapjiointing the schemes b{ fihdimi 
might be the dreadful consequences <sf her 
interposition: nor thust thci ^te of justice 
be too boisterous within the precmcts of the 
tradesman 8 counter. To the icaks which are 
her emblem^ he is no stranger, and these with 
the public, should . have weights If new 
taxation on his wates, for which he has 
not amply pnmded^ should tempt the upright 
tnan to take alarm, and pleiitifully excise 
his customers in i}uiet retail, for sonfie boarded 
stock, which may have entirely escaped an 
additional impost on hitin, '^ it is only in the 
way of tradCy' and therefore in the way of 
JusticCy — of exactly observing the gclden ruky 
and " doing as he would be dene unto^ With 
Tcry few exceptions, alas I this is the conduct 
of mankind, and the charge is too general to 
admit of particular allusion: like vultures, 
men thus prey on each other, and under 
the pretence of justice, excercisc every un- 
worthy artifice of monopoly, forestalling, and 

oppression ! 

'* Justice!" 



us 

■ -.^tt jtistioi" «ty» a rospectiilde wnter,^* " is 
mil ''M^ motty' if pontiUe, the suppbrt d 
slbi^ietyihm ft^A^'iiiasmuch as a maa insf 
lie more i&jatkMui^ by his actions thaii by his 
words. It is for this' feasfoa that the whole 
force of human law is bent to restrain injus* 
tice^ and ijie happiness of every society will 
increase in proportion to this itstrmnt. 



C . I . , . -' ' t • . ' r 



* ** We very maeh err^ however, if we suppose 
that every thing withim the baund$ cf law is 
justice. The law was i intended only for bad 
raen^ and it is imposiuble toniake the raesheK^ 
of it so strait but that many groat enormities* 
will escape^ Di^ wdi-meiuiing man, there- 
fore, knowing that the law Mras not made 
for him, consults a better guide, his own 
conscience, informed by lefigioii. And, in- 
deed, the great difitsrence between the good 
and the bad mah consists in this : the good 
man will do nothing but what his conscience 
wiU allaiv ; the bad man will do any thing 

V which 
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Ym endtoM -to: desOtibe tfao ; v«f tptts j v^^ay^- is^ 
^ch a man may. be dblummt /wHhm the 
limits "of btnr. : Tbey. are; 4s;:TifJ0ua at our' 
urkerconrse with maskindL" .') 

i :Comimt fiot^ tinfrefbn, on the aacr^ name 
of justice; the l^uittocfiiegero^pervertmg^i^ 
upright designs, by unprincipled arts. Justice 
not -QBly e^)oiQ9 the stricteciit integrity of 
d^lmg, but likAwiae cottprefaends the eser- 
<9M ^.evexy tkbue^' which reasion iprescriba 
6r#0Qiety expticta; and the first reward whidi 
that i :godlike.prtnoifle diffiUe^ is: !th& con^i^ 
onsndte,, flhat in: iailvivs^Gt^ ^e arc; fidthSbl 
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What villain touchM his boidy, that did stab, 

Aa4 Mfer Jttsdi»rir]iat tliilt'^o^^is^ 

That struck the fioremost nmn of all thi& world^ 

But for supporting robliers; shall we now 

Qontainkiatw cmr ft«im with bafe bribes^ 

And sell the mighty space of our large honQprSy 

Fb so much tralSh; as may be'gnisped thus ? 

I ifBid rattier be a dog, and bay the moon, 

TJian such a RomofiJ' Juliut (Uesan A, 4. Sc. 3, 
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. rij[^U£ jejcfxllent adage, which commands us 
i.tial ..in. it?>j!t^jto the ,$}wi«*er of «v^iy 

* * ^ ^.» o 

-. ;Natffi,ths^apdH>g ^v ^t Jub been ,>4* 
vanced on the subject of j}ustice im the 
preceding Essay ; it cannot be denied, that 
on jome oppfwt^n^ her decrees ^re rigotous, 
«nd :4aiat she is unacquainted 'witb 4he de^ 
lightfui attribute of mercy. 
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*' Pay me that thou owest" is equally her 
language to the necessitous as it is to the 
affluent : if she exacts a performance of the 
terms of the BohdJ^ and demands to ^^ have 
a pound of flesh nearest to the merchant's 
heart," stem ju&tice cannot xelay, but to the 
unfeeling Shylock must award it : hence may 
be explaiq^d the motto which ^issprts, that the 
extremity of justice is the greatest oppres- 
sion.f " "" 

To no purpose are the tender rchion- 

• • • • 

'strances of the generous Portia to alter the 
erud determihatipn, the impiacabie Jew still 
urges his right, sweet comptssion pleads in 
vain, till at length, by a strong appeal to the 

avenging law, even Justice is disamml and 

• . • ' ' ' ' 

'^itaerty triumphs ! 



• I 



** fe nothing,*^ says the father of Koaistn 
eloquence, "" do we. so much resemble the 

Gods, 

^ Merchant of Venice, 
f *< Summmn jus summa Injuria,'* 
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Gods^ as in actions of benificence."* With 
the truly generous are associated those libe- 
lal sentiments, those endearing affections, and 
all those noble exertions, which constitute 
the happiness and dignity of our nature, aii4 
most eminently distinguish the good and 
.the greats from the disingenuous and ton* 
temptiWfe! 



,/ . 



. To -banish from the world the deeds of the 
-generous, would be to. deprive us of the 
cheerful sun« Every age/ and every nation 
have extolled this virtue, and even the nar- 
row and contracted, though they have not 
the couragie to embark in her cause, caimot 
hnt.yidd to it the^ reluctant sigh of private 
admiralatal 

From this celestial impulse is propelled, as 
it were, from heart to heart, every thmg that 
can mitigate the sufferings of distress, wipe 

from 



• Nulli re hoimnet propius acceduiit ad Deos, qul^m salu- 
tcm iMimiiiniiis dando.— — Cic* 



from the eye tlie t€ars of pemtenc*, 
ragfe i;he diffideht, si^ott'tiife -gobd, aHfl 
ltclah» the profligatel Nbr can ^b^ ^gdtt&toM, 
even to open enem^, i^efuse the clmas.of 
candour and humanity. : • 
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AiifatiatJng are the proofs of aabient amd 
modem greatness, in the delicate! jmt gcM- 
rous treatment of distinguished warriors to 
the vanquished foe. Whatever haiiwbten 
onindiliating in words, or sdothing in mmi^ 
loeiris^ the brave, who are 4dwaf a generally 
kttre» been eager to concede! 

"' '^^e oppoftuni*y of making happy^'' xih 
^&tw& Eousseau, ^^ia tnc^e seai^seitban we 
imagine; the punishment of miiriisg'.ki;bi8 
never to meet with it again ; and the. use 
we make of it, 'leaves 4is an etemal senti- 
m^t of satisfaction or fftpMtaiioe/' . - ii 

1 

^* From this alone," says another admired 

writer, " proceeds the noble disinterested 

•*' ' ■'■.-.--■; ■: ■ . • -..-T 3". r.-.:' * 
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mi 
ivmfii^,lSI» MiMim ^y.ffti^ generous 

i<mtk9tmt9.i^.j9f4^ ff^titude, th^ soft. 
tiM)«i}AroDg/4««<l^ of .ft gpod mind.' 

. i J* ) /...'/. ....... 

^ ■ 

'^ *^ iDev! MBiihility r ejcclaims tJtfl celebra- 
ted Stttrne^. ^^ Aource ittexjbauste4 of aU t}iat V 
pceciouijia our joys/ or costly in our sorrows! 
tlK)u chaineat lAiy ittattyr down upon his bed 
of itriaRTy and it is thou who liftest him up 
to Heaven. Eternal .fountain of our ff^eU 
ings ! It is here I trace thee^ and this is thy 
divinity which stirs within me : not^ that in 
some sad and sickening moments^ ^ my soul 
shrinks back upon herself^ and startles at 
destruction' — ^mere pomp of words ! — but that 
I feel some generous joys and generous cares 
beyond myself — all comes from thee, great 
Sensorium of the world! which vibrates, 
if a hair of our head but falls upon the 
ground, in the remotest desert of tl^y cre- 
ation/' 

If 
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If generosity thus ennobles and ^mplifiM 
tiK soul, and stands m ^itct ^pe^tion to 
every thing that. is base; if even barb^atrs* 
reverented tlie name of generosity,^ and those- 
ivho despised the laws of civility esteemed 
tiiose of ftiendship^ be not outdone in jrlrtde 
by tbem, O iKeader! if thou doi^t aspiM ito 
the Christian name; and if thou art desirous 
of the favour of thy Maker^ tiie esteem of 
tiiy fellow-creature, a^d the ^plause of th j 
own conscience, — Be generous I 



■kto^M^i 
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TEMPERAJVCE. 



If from no better motives than personal 
comforts, men were to determine their differ- 
ent habits of life, those of order and regularity 
offer them by far the greatest bribes ; ^nd it 
will be only to compare with, what shall be 
hereafter said on excess, to set a true estima- 
tion on temperance. 

A sober and temperate mode of living, 
besides acquring that commendation it dp- 

4 * 

( 

serves; in a very great degree secures to us 
the most desjjrable of all human blessings, 

X which 
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Wbidl 15 health ! and while the mind equally 
partkitpatfti •tritil the Hbocty in tfats'^ comfbrt, 
)t 18 not only in a state of good defence 
against the boisterous attack of injurious pas- 
sions, bmt xtudntains a greater sliare/than it 
^ould otherwise have, of vigour of intel- 
lect, of firmness oT nerve, and: cheerfulness of 
heart. 

By tcmperancejr which Hfcewise is a cardi- 
nal virtue, much more is meant than the 
negative virtue of not eating* or drinking to 
excess : for the subsequent inconvehiehces 
to which some constitutioiis are pafHcutarly 
lialik, may make them very cautious^ ixi this 
respect- and impose on them, rery reluc- 
tantly) an adequate abstemiousness. 

While such a kind of temperance is very 
rational, It is at best but xe^^ and there£6re 
deducts ftota its merit ; especially, so long as 
other desiies, equ^iy gross and voluptuous^ 
bat ^ivisich do not sd :sensibLy. '|)ifnish an 

the 
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the giatificati6% ar^Vidl^ed tbeir'.koa^ of 






I » ■<,L-«- .». »• 1 ■/'4' '■ '"- ■/ 



- llM4tiniabteHWs:and mil eoattMMblSott of 
ItttatTvinue ^V^jMly iftt ttoke, tvho sMcHutelf 

it, who are volunteers in her caw^, ~'9Sjtl^ 
who, not through fear or servility, but 

fmm ' : \m, ■ i^wft b«au^ ;iqb4 • ifsMsoMi^lfiiess 

obey he» il\j«aetbt»S«:: ..'.ir. . . ;. :; 

• . . . , 

*' Hoj^y i« ^e m^* ays Seajscft, in las 
disc6tf)-sil oft » ltf|>(]^'Ufe, " iMfc lata onlir 
for htlii^r, aiMi dti«kircl|i1y fdr tblyM, lifaM 
liv«8 by:t*a$<mi n#t by-^ka«»|»l«^" 4<i^W 
curb," adds he, " our appet4t#l,-dnd fttedu4. 
rage virtue, let iny bed be plain and clean, 
and my tti^t witliditt milch ex][>^se; occa* 
sional expenments of snod^iutioii givei^ th^ 
best proofs of firmiiifsSi,'* 

" A vell-gQvem«d appetite is % great part 

»« of 
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*f liberty/ it is the office of tanperance to 
over jule . us in our pleasures : some she re« 
jects, others she qualifies and keeps within 
bounds^ it is discretion sometimes to prac- 
tise tempesanc^ and accustom ourselves 
to a little; for there arcv many difficulties^ 
both of time and plape» that xr^y fctrce it 
upon ps*** 



In commendation of the excellencies of 

> 

this virtue^ whether considered in % mo^aV 
religious, or physical point of view; language 
cannot express enoiigh : but as tpKp^ance 
usually relates to the simplicity of fating, 
and spiriety.to the mod0ration of drinking, 
wejsl&U ctfnsider the abuses of thes? in a, 
subsequent Essay. 
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^ Trae bliss is ftiifid, jtver^ jb|iook indrS^Id 
^ A full snpi^ for life and nature yiM^ 
^.Jfistiess of ^rtmie kiO^ ftr cloyay 
^ But temp'rance is tlte bealtii of joys.* 
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EXCESS. 


) 



mT was the doctrine of Epicurus, that the 
happiness of mankind consisted in pleasure, 
not indeed such, as may be sypposed to arise, 
from the. indulgence of inordinate appetite, 
this vfSLS never the meaning of that Philp- 
sopher; the pleasure which he laboured tp 
recommend to his disciples was, that, which 
flowed from the enjoyments -of the mii^id and 
the amiableness of virtue: and tht? begt proof 
of his sincerity in that creed, jis well sl» the 

■ * ■■ 

best answer to all his oppoi^ents, appeared^ in 
th^ excellent morality of his own life. 

He 
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He cannot therefore, without being grossly 
misunderstood, be called, as he usually is, 
the founder of a voluptuous sect, who lived 
SO abstemiously. hiiOBelff or the patron of 
luxurious gormandizers and other excesses^ 
^vho inculcated xmiiifr x^wc^ disciples the les* 
sons of inoderation and temperance as most 
conducive to the'Jiappiness of the soul ; igno- 
rantly therefore, as well as falsely, are they 
called Epicureans, 'oFIEhe followers of Epicu- 
rus, who delight in personal sensualities. ^. 



Vt». 



^ To convey suitable ideas of what is to be 

_-,. »• »,...■ ^ 

tnderstood by the term excess, there is no 

, J . . ■ ■ . .. . .■■•■■ "■. 

occasion of many words ; but as it is impos- 
sible in matters of diet, especially, to lay 

clown such definitions aria ruled as iire appli-? 

'»■..•■'. ' . '■ ••-... • • ' *■*.■, 

taDlc to every cohstitutioii' and on every 
dccasibli ; we shall only ' stale in general 

teritis, thkt tvjicifcver is conscious of passing 

♦ • , • .. . 

the bounds of rational indulgence, becomes 

' . ' • "i ^ • ■ ■ •' 
gnifty of excess, and according to' the degree 

• — an4 
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ai[d modificatioii .of it^ iBCouvehience and 
censure are more or less attached. 

* To te^tram: abuses m costly apparel and 
in eating; nsahy nations, undef the name of 
*^ Sumptuafy Uem,'^ have enacted penalties: 
\ftxt Baron Montesquieu is of opinion, that 
** luxury is necessary to monaa dues, but 
injurious to democracies :'' 4udge Blackstone 
observes, " that, with regard to Englandi^ 
whose Government is compounded of both 
species, it may still be a dubious question 
how iar private luxury is a public evil^" and 
he observes, *^ that our Legislators, on tiiur 
point, have several times changed their opirn 
nions, '* for fimneriy,*' adds he, " there wero 
many penal laws to restrain excess in apparel, 
which have been since repealed, but as to ex- 
cess in diet," there still remains one ancient 
Statute unr^akdj which ordains, ^^that na 
man sliiall be served at dinner or supper with 
more than two courses, except upon some 

great 
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great holyday, there i^ecified, in Vhich he 
may be served with three."* ^ 

Of the evils which result fnm intempe- 
penmce in diety Mr. Addison has given this 
expressive description: " For nay part/' says 
h^ ^^ when I behold a iashionahle table set 
cmt in all its magniflbence, I fancy that I 
see gouts and dropsies, fevers^ and lethargies,, 
with other innumerable disteqipersy lying in, 

amimscade .among the dishes," 

t ■ ...... 

They, who by plentiful and luxurious 
iiteals are in the lilabit of gorging the sto- 
mach, and loading the system with a greater 
variety of materials for disease and death, as 

unquestionably such do, than those who 
transgress in the cppositt extreme^ may justly 
be siud to offend in a higher degree against 
the laws of nature, and in a more certain 
way to become their own suicides! they 
are, moreover, equally guilty of a notorious 
» abust 

• Fidf BIackstone*s Commentaries^ 
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akuecf ti^eigood thmgis/lrliich irere sent 
ofAy foi tttir^liiodmte use aiid in this re- 
spccit krie alike -dhargeable ^r Kh immbrtlitjr : a 
heavy meal, *^ fe idttiittcJJ, &)es not harry 
the porter Wit/ irito k^raflum, as tSie same 
proportion^'df drink "trf^tdfo,. but it never-' 
theless stupifies him by lethargy; while cru- 
dities and flattileneies are 'making their nhn- 
bHng tfp^oa^ in the distended darcsESs^ ^ which 
on' some occasions/ can orify be rtlidved, by a 
few vohintary eflRMts torgeet, what had been' 
so greedily forced into it. 

It becomes therefore the g^^eateist reproach . 
of our ndtcrre to wander from^ her simple 
paths, to commit as it were, a rape on the 
simplicity of her chaste desirtfs^ and by every 
art that imagination can invent, or eattrava- 
gance propure, to riot in this most disgust* 
ing species ^f ex<ress ! 

Having thus serve4 the glutton, with a 
short -bttit wholesome ^mu/, the cup of the 

r bacchanalian 



Bacchanalian shall OjBxt be supplied, with s^ 
beverage equally salutary/ and in greater, 
abundance: we wUl for the present forbear^ 
t^e lectures of g^arity, and our business with 
him shall be introduced in a more jocuhtT: 
kind of way, by first telling a story, 

^ A German Physiciani in the last centu^ 
ry, intwo large folios^ made strange suppo- 
sitions by droll contoast, and endeavoured to 
4cst^y vice, by : a^Qting to cherish it. He 
makes a Christopher Hegendorph speak an 
oration to the University of Leipsick, in 
praise, of .drunkenness.^^^* Doubtlei^, illustri- 
ous , auditors,]* saySj this . Physician, /*r as I. 
^aypuiig man, and about to recommend^ 
drunkenness to gray e and spber m^n, I shall 
seem to be doubly ^runk^— but pardpnme, if 
laffinn, tJl^t: I am not the first patron of 
drunkenness : intoxication is an antient, uni- 
versal practice, Jews, Trojans, and Greeks, 
got dwnk — N^ ^saxd Lot got drunk — ^The 
Greeks published eocoimutns on intoidca- 

lion 
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tion — ^Thc Romans loved tippling — Tiberius 
and Ljucius Piso used to sit at their cups 
three days and nights together— rEgypUans, ' 
Saxons, and almost all people got drunk^ — as 
for the Monks, they qould not possibly go 
through the services of their several orders^ 
without plenty «f liquor;— besides, liquor 
makes mirth, and mirth ts life; — drinki^^ 
also sets men a talking about religion ; an<| 
farmers never dispute so clearly for Luthef 
against iSciiei^, as when Xkefj are. animated 
with strong liquor. — Poets and Preachers can 
ao nothing without plenty of drink — an<i 
with it, what can they ^not do ? but you will 
objeiptf it ia said in the (jbsp^e^ be nqt mtr^ 
charged tvith drunkenness — can't you get 
drunk without getting dead drunk ? St Pauts 
advice merely is, do not get drunk — ^by which 
be only means, do not get e:vc0$sivefy drunk/" 

Surely the Inost experienced advocate for 
intoxication cduld not have given a more 
W]tty turn to his cajise, than what this 

X 2 writer 



writer did in |)erfect ridicule : in; addition toi 
those seeming encouragements already given^. 
one m^ appear tq be keeping up the jok^^ 

« 

in offering some few ideas partly in the sam^ 
yray. And first of all, ocpasicm^ freedom in 
drinking )^8 be^eii a9serted t6 hf^ve kt^ ftiediical 
ii|s^ particularly in langtMifi, tickety consti-* 
UitioMi for by thus causing e ^tiimdus^ thp 
|loMd is, propelled to tb? small^t vess^ and 
by enlivening and making general the cir- 
<hiliitt(«» niay giv6 a prc^p tindenc^ ta 
a&tumine ooiistaitiitiops ; an^ #t body &aatd 
H^ind mutually sympathize i^itb each othci^ 
a fillip of this kin4 iQ^y» on ciome oCcxif 
sions^ produce gc^ fffi^ ^i the^ifKspo^*^ 
tion itself. -^ 

< Ox| such oi^sasiono^ the reserved man, ha^ 

. been communicativi^ and. ^Ltertainmg^ thti 
coward has talked of heroism, and the bes-r 

gar of his great desp^: the w^^^hed^hwe 
ceased to brpod over their misgriies, bav«i 

beep ins[ured with^^opc^ atid mh^t m^x^^ 

pear 



^ai: marvdlous^ drink has wann^ the cold 
heart of the nigged himself with sentimenta 
of generosity ! An emin^t mond Mniter thiui 

le^iioii^ Q4 the subject;. 

.... . , 

^* Eipes^iye 4riiiking degrades in^; alie^ 
nates Im.reaspiv at, l^aat for. a timei^ aiid[ 
destroys it in the end ; but, after all^ Ihe 
love of wine is not a crime ; it seldom occar. 
sions tlie cominis3k>|i of. vice; it .makes man 
sti^ii^ «9t .vaf]ke<l; ipr fme slight qiian^ it 
pjxyluQCis, {^ Jbn^e^ lastuig fxxmexiona^^ are 
£^pued:]^^et^y. J)ra ara genieralljr 

UA«!6re Mil open Itti^ftjed ; ythqr are, jilknost 

^ Upw many apparent virtues ccmceal jreal 
idoes; the .wise Tnan is sober through tempo- 
nuice, the yiUaiii through impostm-e. In a 
eoimtry where ^bad inorals^ intrigues, trear 
sons, and adulteries prevail, we doubt a state 
of indiscretion^ wh^re ^be heart^shows itself 

* 

without 
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without our knowledge* The people who 
abhcnr drunkenness most, are every where 
those who are most interested to keep them^ 
selves from it; in Switzerland it is almost 
esteemed, at Naples it is dreaded ; but, in the 
end, which is most to be feared, the intem- 
]ierance of the Swiss, or the reserve of the 
Italian? 

•* Let us not slander, even vice ; is it not 
dis^istful enough of itself? Wine does not 
occasiou wickedness, but discloses it He 
who killed Clytus in a drunken fit, murr 
dered Philotas in cold blood If drunken- 
i^ess iias its phrensies, what passion has not 
also? The difference is, that, the others re-^ 
main in the heart; but, this is kindled and 
extinguished in a moment. Except this 
fury, which is^ presently over, and easily 
avoided, be assured, that, whoever commits: 
wicked actions when in liquor, breeds bad 
designs when sober/* 

' - But, 
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BuV alasi where is the vice,, for which, 
ingenuity may not contrive some /specious, 
apology? ,,,; ! . 

There was once a Philosoj^ef^ who wrote: 
a large volume in praise of a quartan Ague;;, 
and private vices have been also said to be, 
public benefits. 

r 

•;• • I 

To speak however on the subject seriously ^ 
it must be allowed, that intoxication is at. 
immoral, as it is injurious and destructive: 
'tb reason which distinguishes men from 
beasts, but when that is obscured, as it is^ 
by drunkenness, this honourable mark of 
superiority becomes degraded — ^it is set asidef 

Justly therefore did the Spartan law-giver 
prohibit unnecessary drinking, which debili-^ 
tates both body and mind. 

^t Athens, if an Archon* was convicted 

of 

•AchxefMagiftrate. 
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dfbcing^ drunk,' he was; by like latr^s ^f ^^, 
pttt tb death ; and in an island* which 
abounded with wine, in order to reitrala 
the inhabitants from the immoderate use of 
it; thciir !aw-givttit who was one of the 
iftveA' si!g6i, 'enacted, that whenever com- 
ifiitfed* a crime, ' being drunk, should suffer 
double punishment: but the greBt Aristotle, 
though he commends this law, tells us at 
die same time, that there is mor6 of policy 
than jiD^lice in it.' 
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The lloman law indeed was not so severe, 
but made considerable allowances for that 
\ice.X " It lias been dbserved,** siys Judge 
Blackstone, •* that the real use of istrong li-' 
quors, and the abuse of them, by drinking to 

excess, depend much on the temperature of 

■ *' '' »•*. ... 

the* clihaate in wliich we live.* 

The 

• , . . ... 

♦ Mitylene^ t Pittacus. 

i Per ynsmm deU^pvh capitalis poena renitttitar* 



, The same indulgetide whidi may be'^ie^ 
tessary tokmake the blood move iii Nwwtyi; 
would make the Italiaa mad. , '* A Oorman^ 
therefore^'' says the President Montesquieii^ 
^^ drinks through custom, founded upon 
constitutional, necessity; a %9niard drinki 
through choice, or put of mere wantonness^ 
and therefore, drunkenness;? he obsf iTe% 
^ ought tp he more severely '{HKiusiied, whenp^ 
it makes men mischievous and mad, as ui^ 
Spain and Itidy, than wherie as in Northern 
climates, it only makes them stupid and 
heavy*** 

Sir^ward Coke tells us, ^^ that the dmnl^ 
ard voluntarily exposes' himself to eveiy soti 
of vice, and tfaec^y exasperates the crime."^ - 

What ^rets has not intoxication divulge^^ 
what friends has it not ii^ur^ what charao>» 
ters has it fiot scandalized, into what broils 
and disasters has it not piecipitated thosc^ 
whom it haSt seduced, and then betrajred? 

8 What 
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(WfejMft>hw4*e»u t6i»i<4red by fecarepR L i> . .At 

ti>^S^r4>tbfi.«lfkm]Dy Up8.are freed; £rdmitfaeb 
^dHwMoa; ;wlule,i the fiiriy, parched -l;ongub 
1pbliui|;'^g8iilikQ; » file» si^d |fas hlood-sholu 
lyioii arfi>bBffiBuiif in. their aockcts^jandthe 
OQcitad jurtcriia are fiercely throUmig; against 
tiie.aidirioiis head-n^vhile the finilUtomacfic 
i^lieaTkg to diagdrge its aic^Lening load,. and/ 
the whole body is in one general blaze offwetl 
and trepidation; <K>nscience takes the oppor- 
tiiltttyiofilsmiting withiknid'aoid faitteriaceu* 
$9t4ifiartliU tp)rmc»tad jdel^anc^iiitJiiepren; 
sinfto,to.biiiif atiJQL omft ^fenezal^caip of ^ctioiv 
o6nfused thoughts, and dreadful apprehen- 
s^m: of what JBi^ htoe been' his c6ndii6t 
attlMiSeasaao|^fane1c}C rt u ^ 

>To JuH aaray; if possible, tiiese 43ensatiQni' 
ithkh. distract his very soul^ asd flash ,ta* 

f w his 
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bttt to hi^ Ihteres^ ; m-^mii'dc«s lie ktid^li^ 
kmotherHhettt in i^t^' Wt ^ ^kfti^TtSk^ 
•ultty'betf yifeltb ib iiiih ' lib- •lialiiiy' ai^i hft 
therefore quits it— buVi(6arbdy^1ii^c^^ui^ 
to meet the light of day ! Unconscious it 
ttlaf be/i^'^// that-lie W ^kh^tet'^-W 
^kt^aWsbn; heyet itHtiv^tiu^ky 4iff^ 
tix ibc^e liis • hhmUil^, hi^ oWfl rl^bH 

ihuS'ieipdsedi' 'AshaiWea'to'4>P«n' ***ferb hii 
Wt(liidr,?«P i^ afield % 'UiM )ii»-icMthi)^ 
iibd ^vifi)c;-l!he-fbhia^ i&ite '^Hbg to tkcMl 
<lie%u)£; fie inay far^-^jiflly wt fa ' mltUJ igA» 
Wtf tb'the ihife tif thfift'faiter; ' ' ■ - * 

-.•■■■•.it cJiiftiile .•.'.. 1 (..n; :j^'. ;',' .•.■;.' ; j; ,.,>..l 

• **='^:«irfk ^en A«J«ia^^irt^^'<»eh^ 54 
thdr 'ifaeuths, • to 1Jt^*'^w*y their Ivsit^ 

kjijAais^; tkbifte oiur^lvb int6'i>(<utli^ ' f 
' '"•' «2 Truly 
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.r Tiuly acquainted with the human Jieait 
WM lie, who thua admonishes mankixid i^^ 
^' Lool( not ti^ th mm xobcj^ it is r^ xvhm 
itgivctk kis calfmr in the cup, whm it mofo^th 
it^if aright, q$t1»,lmt ii bU^h iiheji serpent^ 
^ stifigpth Jfke 41^ 4;tf^^'' 



, ■ »> 



., Would 9ny reasonable being, , therefore, to 
giatMy a present niomeAt, subject himself to 
^im legacy of mouriifuly perhaps irrecover* 
iUe iUs?-^For besides the immediate mi«» 

• • • 

diieft we have just enumerated, intoxication 
lays the fi nmi jUt ian of the most serious, and 
latal diseases : by destroying the texture of 
^ Jhlpod, it payes the way tp drtpsies and 
|he efi^Pess. tribe of nervous alTeetions^ it 

mjiyea pulmonary complaints^ palsies, gouti^ 
apoplexies, and not uidrequently sudden 4eath/ 
like the sword, intoxication has slain its thou* 
aands! It would require very little airgun^t 
to prove, that water. a)one, with some few 
jpxceptions, is sufficient to answer all the piuw 
poses of healith and splits; and it ifi well 

worth 
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wotUi llie isl^r vatioaj tfaatanimids^irboiiiir 

tbrgo the severest labour and fatigue, art 
amflly ^succoured and invigorated by '.water 
only; which fluid seems to have been dth 
signed as the principal and universal liquor 
jof nature. The juie6 of tiie grape, m nikaon- 
able doselB^-wai^ no doubt, a very pitmitivA 
4rink ; but the preparations of Variotm ajfdent 
spirits, appear to have been, but of ttoderti 
and degenerate inventioit The greatest feats 
jiave Jbeen performed by the most so^ir ihei^ 
and water^irinkers have been fbuml to be tb| 
most prolifip^ cl^erful, and courageous t 
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•Mf one were to prescribe,'* says a physic4 
writer* '^ fOr the cowardizing of a nation, it 
^ould be the bowl of intemperance amd a 
DalUah's lap^ which are charms to effeminate 
an hero, and metamorphose a lion into a ti* 
moroushare.. 

The most efieminatc climes, by temperance 
4lJon^ have produced the most heroic and 

magnani* 



4Haii3^ 4tnd likewira.ihe Boma]i8». heSoit 
IttKiury ' and dicisipttioii enervxted :'l|ieir 

Mmm^f^i ' .. '■■ yi -''^ -^ I''- , > 

|^:2KK^y be off^redlii The difficrent qualitiiv 
$)f ^ 8WW: -kSod t>f iiquOT, may h«ve vtt*f 
|uciaii$>ected «fi^cts tm difieictit coiistitufioos; 
J[ii ^t^eiiuation of the goHt of Na^ it ^Img 
jl^Ma v<rfioefy«d> tbat<>he was unao^atated 
friiH'the ioebiiating quality of fermeiitaiioii 
in Ii(]^n Hilarity and ^thar circUAi^^anGiA 
of society, together with the variation of 
|mfiU|d -spirits, aind the difference of ^dasdns, 
Sikay hai^-occasionally betrayed mtd ibtoxi*- 
l»af ioB, xven such, as deserve the nafne'of 
fober men. On these^ as on other occasions 
Iff aocident; Ulmral and good t^nds 2te ita,dy 
to put the fairest construction,- and t^tmld 
rather conceal^ than publish, 3ucb instances 
#f jmman iniperfecti(Hi% 

» . . ■ • '. - . • • 
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But thqmgU we h^Y^ .vetitured to fti^gest 
thus far,, by^^j^^y of ?ipplogy fopr those, ,j¥ho 
may sometimes be thus dver^ai^n mth aJkuU^ 
let not the Drunkard m 0ie &/ darp to pre* 
sume, that any' palliation is here offered for 
the cpntemptible and destructive ha^ts of 
him, who either drivels like an idiot, or rfivea 
as a madman. Well might the lacedsemoni* 
ans, therefore hope, that by representing in 
their slaves, the degrading appearance of 
drunl^epness, it would be sufficieAt tQ deter 
others from the vice. 

Whatever may be the motives of different 
characters of mankind to a life of sobriety/^ 
the salutary effects are the same. 

t 

• If the knave be sober through design, ancC 
the invalid from necessity; the wise man 
will be so from choice, and the good man 
from a sense of duty. 
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There are, says an eminent Poet, 

<« ■ Yet itimumlMrVI ills diat lie unseen 

Itiilii|wniicioittdraiiglitt die word obscene^ 
Or hanh, (which once elanc'd must ever fly 
Irrerocable ;} the too pcocnpt reply. 
Seed of severe distrust, aad fieree debttc. 
What we should shun, and what we ought to hate* 
Add too, the blood impoverish'd, and the course 
Of health suppress*d bf wine's continued force. 
Unhappy man ! whom sorrow thus, and rag% 
To diimnt ills alternately engage. 
Wlio drinks, alas! buttoibrget; nor sees 
That melancholy doth, severe disease. 
Memory confus'd, and interrupted thought, 
]>eath's harbingers lie latent in the draught; 
And in the flowers that wreathe the sparkling bowI| 
Fell adders hiss, and poisonous serpents roll/* 

. This Essay shall now conclude, with a 
ihprt^ hut pithy anecdote. 

It is somewhere said) ^* That the Devil 

^ve to an Hermit the choice of three crimes: 
two of them were of the most atrofihus na- 
turCj the third was to he drunks The poor 
ttian made choice of the last, as seen)ingly 
the most innocent; hut mark the sequel; 
when he u as drunk, he committed the other 
two dreadiful sins! 
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A. Persian King, after he had stedfiitljr 
beheld an immense arni^ from hi» magni- 
ficent throne in the plains 9i Asia, was 
observed to shed a tomtut of tears! oa 
being asked by one of his Generals the 
cause of that dejection^ he g«ve this answer: 

4 

" I weep," says the feeUng ni<mardv, 
" when I consider, that before one husdrd, 
years, all thU compaay will he itt tilt 



r 
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The consideration was great and awful; 
ancf 'wfiilc "J^cnia iSefiglited hraScI? liTlsd 
grand a spectacle; the knowledge that so 
fine and proud an assemblage of warriors 
musty im the Natural 'order of thbgi^ be so 
quickly reduced to dust and asheSy shook 
his firmness, humbled bis ambition, and 
penetrated him with distress ! 

In the momentous concerns of our present 
Essay ; writers, as well as speakers have found 
a very sublime topic, on which, they could 
^rm* the pai^iiions, and efi^ctually display 
tliS pdmp bf^'d^Mamation : but in this at- 
tittopt,' wfe win take 'a view of the subjiect, 

ifi a m'annbr thoi^ interesting and plain. 

#••<*•«•••<•-■ J ^' t '■ , ' . ' ■ ' i 

• ^In otir EsaSy ^kgaiflst Se^-murderj it has 

been stated, that the fear of death is im- , 

• •■■•.■ ■ ■. ■» 

]>ianted ih us by the author of nature, with 

ttic wise desi^ ^ of exciting a proper solici- 

• - • * *i ' 

^de for tHe preservation of fife ; and death 

for this reason, and especially the consequences 

^ of 

3>' * 
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fef it, m«onic future state Afcitistence, htt 
been truly called,- the **^King of Tertors.** ' 

Nw is it a philosophic contempt of death, 

« • 

unsupported by the testimony of a good corf- 

I r 

science, and the well-grounded hopes of a 
lifetter life, which can render its approach 
to the Chiistian believer, in any character, 
less forihidable than that, which has been 
mentioned: ''but calm and serene as th6 
glassy sea," unrufSed by -fears, or disturb«- 
ed by anxieties; the virtuous and the pi- 
birs^cordialfy receive the advances of that 
^ssehger, - who is destined to deBeer theih 
^^fnm '^burden of the flesh!" From tite 
aii^b^^ concerns of prosperity — ^the several 
^friate <rf^ adversity — the unmerited cruelly of 

« • • • . " , \ 

'lAileMies — ^.the heart -fbit solicitude aboiit 
ftiettd4-*jflie dehisions of hope — ^arid the satie- 
^es of possession; from each and all of thesd, 

■ ■ * 7 

jmd others without end, in the unmeasured 

M(iatalogue'of boman sufferings, dtller in mind^ 

• ' 'I 
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jMff or egtate^ does the hand of /«ne sigaa. 
release, welcome and g^onous! 

Insen&iUe to the changes of boisterous 
elements and the revolutions of states ; thpse 
who have put off the fragile armour of mosr 
talsy are calmly deposited into those mansiooi 
«f peace, where in the comfortable language 
oi himt who once so ardentiy prayed a 
change, '^ The mckei cease from trmMng^ 
09d there the weary be at re^tJ" 

r 

It was the opinion of an andent writei^ 
<' that the God's ccmcealed from men the 
fa^pineai of deaths that thfi|y might be the 
.better reooncikd to endure the pains of lifip*'' 
^. £unous and war],ike nation, wrthout jbeing 
instructed by teacb^, but purdyiram ^hupr 
own observations of the state jouL circiia^ 
stances of human existence, werea^acuitojOMd 
to celebrates the birth of men wjith sMHiniini^ 
fmd their death with joy; ^Jha, writer of 

Ecclesiastes 
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Eccksiastes has not scrupled to assert, that 
*^ th€ day tf death U better than the day of 
MeV InrthT 



f •• 



. If the heathy SoQmte% w the face of hi> 
Jii4gc$i btfpi^ lie was condemned to drink 
theiaUl dfaug^t 0f lurmlock^ could tell tba9i« 
th^ t0 ^ Ufa* a pleaaure, since ^ he was 
going t0^, l^ld converse with the greatesi 
h«roe6 4Nranti4iiUy:^--4f Catjocoiild protsdly 
exdaiini 'VLet. g^t or fear distorb nan*! 
rest, Catp l^iiows neither of themi indiflTerenl 
in his choice to live or die:*' if the moral 
S«neca» whfa se^itenced to die 1^ thie rfim^ 
4ate of aiirinfaaioiis Emperorr eouk^ :ititk 
undaunted lesokt^oa «Qd serene rcoiiaMi^ 
«aAoe|.vatc)i the vkal stream eseit|>ing Aim 
|fta €hann(sC wd before his weeping ineodi^ 
4yrt^<iUwi lingering operation, could refibA 
HtlmatadMd sensible discourses in theesusa 
# ;^rtiNi| take shame to thyself «faoei;«if 
lijmt^ aijlim tb» age ofMhristian phtlosqphi; 
IpoAb all these instances of fortitude, and the 

nobler 
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nobler ones of ^<mi/^ and Tmrtyr/tihdig 
a slme to the fears of death l-^'- v? V, - - 







It is just as natural to ^ie as to be bam. 
Great indeed is the'number<tf'tliOse,' wiio, 
while sublimer thoughts shoidd' dfgnify thfe 
soul, and give wings ^ to hofpe;'*^ 
about this perishing eaii^, as ]¥yM^(odl^alloiit 
the oak| and #<nild greedily pdM^a^i, afc'to 
iniihen^e vcost, if lihoney c6^ Cffiettt it^ aii 
e'ttlapgemeht of life/^ iketi a -short ni^ite; 
from* what inevitably mieir/ hap'pen sit la^L ' 

• It is therefore no lohger rtOA^ of- astb^ 

]iiskment> that witb itenttments utiiKrotthjr-as 

tbese are, of candidates for ahig^r desi^ 

nation, that ^very thing/ which relfictafi% 

jogs the memory, that time is beating i^nlt 

• * # 

Jmem the quick march of dissolntion^ ,!• -M^ 

iseivedwith aversion, nay, witbhoiriot^l Mtllt 

sight b£ a cofiin, the sound of^pas^tig'tax^ 

the ptctttfc; of a hatchment, have cYSatk wKl 



A 



WUf^HSl* min^s, tpp^mttchof dispiritiijg 

influence* 



4 l^ae ^uipd^es i(>f ikath are imquestroafibly 
le^ei^dor aug^ntod^ accordmg to the ^ffevr 
e^t; Sanas and ceremonies of its approach. Het 
who di^fi^ in the fi^ld of battle, is surveyed 
Hirith feelings rather of emulation than, of r 
pain. The culprit^ who is attended to tlje ^ 
gallows with all the dismal forms of justice^^ 
excites in the spectator, emotions of a most 
painful, nature: it is not therefore the sintpl<^ 
act of di/ingf which produces this difference 
of sensation, but oftly the variation of its , 
form. 



I « 



To the most covetous of life, irksome and 
even, dreadful would be that sentence, which, 
decreed against him, an immortality on earth, 
or that he could never die ! for though it 
he in the power of the weakest instrument 
to deprive ui of life, it should be reflected ; 
o^ as the greatest blessing, that it is not i&^ 

the 



tSe poxr^r of the strtmgt^tf to deprive us <if' 

the relief of death. 

Excellent was the advice of Seneca i^inst 
the fear of death, when he tells us, that to 
avoid the dread of it, We should frequently 
contemplate on that event. But like to an 
unwelcome guest, we elude the visit: still 
the lectures of time will obtrude themselves, 
and in spite of every artifice will be heard. 

' From twenty even to threescore, we arc 

very adroit to parry off the address of age, 

and refer it to some one Mtr; hut when 

disguise will serve no longer, and we hive 

rusted out a few years more, it is then only, 

with some reluctance and reserve, that we 

TV- 
give in our names to the list of antiquity! 

And at this period, where courteous and 
respectful attention ought chiefly to begin;'^ 
t^ the dishonour of youth, of both sexes, it 
tab often unfeelingly ends. We are apt to 

compli- 



V. • • 



inenmMlOt)Uf ^ gmdatiOBs^ fibta 'thirty t6 fyHf. 
ifi^fiitf^TSiix» «f ^ouM;- tut that fordooft 

^;jh€tw?* : W r^turn^gouti mken we were ae^ 

f, . . . ( -V 
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llWnted with the sige :<tf f Wirify^fire ! 

i,,K:tlie asgxes3-te mass of human existence 
xe pull-1»gedi«f,* and 'e*»fry tniKvidua I^^ 

«tc^1^ pittance o^' ihit*iy ^dxts I &iit iM 

•;^- iiisi$tiii^'<^^^ we wtR aRow;' 

f -wbatih sii^e WJoidw n iioe td t)e aBoweid^- 

->; ti^t' to ; evin^ per&ott^ tiie ; a^'. of- »xty, ^o^ 

■ tiiBn io^-iseiranty vre^ graatetlj y*^' inirfclj^ 

;' 1^ cajmdk.l)^; saia t» bey^uag oiit^liisjoc^ 

;^r^; vdmh^sjadrc^^ rntcbed the ludf of i!"^ 

t -I'liiiici^Cftgt^ is all the compK^lr^f ^' 

^*;r^,be due to him. It is then downright m<Mp 

„ eiy to say the same of one, who has com^ 

" • * . . r 

V JO. 

it irlmto^^^^ the hoaiy veiet^49f 

^l^t^ oritma^beofninety, who, onpuj> 

- a» po»e 



• >-^>(^- '«<;;■ 
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pose to cjicit^ astonishment^ will crack Im 
joke, andlaugli at th^ wrecks of time; sttcb 
rare charactjers ought no ttore to be quoted 
^ a general esUmate of longevity^ than 
others^ who not hf^vi^g run the half, of that 
race, are so often to be opposed against them. 

• * ^ * 

r The ancients marked six different stagiBS 
of. li&.^^Pueritia, which commenced at liie 
I9flh year, they calli^d CAi/^^/iootf »v-Adolescen<* 
tia» Ycuth^. vfbich wa{(:underst(k)d by them to 
be from the eighteenths and even to the 
twenty*fif%h year ;— Juventus, the age from 
twenty-five to the thirty^^fifUi year;-^VirUis 
jBSt»^ Manbooii from the thirtyrfifth to the 
4ftiet)i yesffj-nSenectus, Old Age^ from fifty 
to sixty;--^Crepita M'iMylkcrepit ^^e^ whic^b 
ends in death ! 

•.-.-.. .■■••■ 

Well was the question put^ " What is ig^f . 
and well was it answered by the same^pufired 
ajuthor, in these words : *^ It is even a vapour^ 

that 
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that appearethfor a Uttk timet andihm vanish- 
ethtmm/J' 

'* Life glides away/ Lorenso I likeabrook^ 
« For ever changing, unpcrceived the change*^ 

Not any thing but the closest appeals 
of affection, and the offices due to surviving 
friends^ could damp the good manV desire of / 
^athi these indeed^ while filling the eye 
with sympathetic tears, convey to the heart 
a longing wish> to have a respite, even 
from his sublimest joys, to mourn a little 
longer, " in this vak of sorrow and oficars^* 
to sweeten, if he can, the journey of his fel- 
low flesh and blood; but as a writer truly 
observes, '^ when such friends part, it is the 
«^Tft;er dies.'* 

The Gentoo's have a proverb which runs 
thus : ^' Sitting is better than walking, sleep 
is better than sitting, but death is better 
than cither.*' 

2 B S >U 
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: As in ; yf gftabl?. lifti so it liappcns to 
us : there is a seed time, a spring, a summer, 
an autumn, and a winter of our existence ; 
and like unto : the crops of the field and gar- 
den, generations of men and women, by an 
invariable law of nature, in the same man- 
Btt tucceed each other. 

I • • • ' ■ 

• 

But 6ince Vc came into^ lift progressivelyjl 

- » • ' "■ 

It seeins congenial with the feelings of nature 

to be dismissed from it in the Same leisurely 

manner; and hence, in addition to other con- 

siderations ; is a Reason, why sudden aiidvio- 

lent deaths, usually affect the mind With most 

awful sensations : to escape however a tedi- 

oxIa and very painful separation of matter and 

spirit,' a qiiicK release were most devoutly" 

to be wished; but not otkerzvise. 

• * * 

if death were to commit such favao:es on 

tte isout- 'as ^utteWy ttJ destro;]^ it from the 

• . • . < * ' • • •{ • 
capability df *itftufe Existence, 'msmal" truly 

would be that extinguisher which *degtti(ted 

'i I it 
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it into annihilation: but blessed be God, for 
informing the conscience, by the secret whis- 
pers of nature, and the clear light of Reve- 
lation, that death is only the passport to 
another life, and while the resolutely jwicked 
have every thing to fear in it, those, who 
are not " weary in well doing^ have every 
thing to hope! 

In the last conflict of nature, comfortably 
will they feel the sentiments of an admired 
poet, who represents the language *' of a 
dying Christian to his soul,** in these anima- 
ting and celestial words : 



Vital spark of heav'nly fiain«, 

Quit, oh quit this mortal fiame : 

Trembling, hoping, lingering, flying^ 1^- 

Oh the pain, the bUss of dying ! 
Cease, fond nature, cease thy strife, 
And let me languish into life. 



Hark! they whisper; Angels say, 

Sister spirit, come away. ^ 

What is this absorbs me quite ? 

Steals my senses, shuts my sigfat^. 
Drowns my spirits, draws my breath ? 
Tell me, my Soul, can this be death? 

The 
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The world recedes; it disappears 
Heaven opens on my c^es! my ears 

liVith sounds seraphic ring : 
Lend, lend your wings! I mount! I fiyt 
O Grave ! where is thy Victory ? 

O Death! where is tl^ Stiog? 
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